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Preface

Members of the City School Field Committee have now prepared their
Final Report for submission to City officials after many months of
meetings and discussion. The committee is comprised of.citizens of
Middletown drawn from diverse areas and walks of life who share a com-

mon concern for providing sound recommendations, based on careful,

deliberate findings.

Although we may have expressed differing views and ideas of what con-
stitutes the best recreational use of City School Field, we have tried
throughout our meetings to discharge our responsibilities and obliga-
tions with the best interests of the City in mind. To arrive at our
conclusions, we have sought the input, ideas and opinions of residéhts
from both the immediate neighborhood and the city-wide community, as

well as from professional design and engineering consultants,

Operating under the provisions of the City's approved application to
HUD, we have attempted to offer a practical approach for develoning

a comprehensive, flexible recreational facility for hoti: naighborhood
and City use., To this end, we advocate expert and long=-term planning
and consultation that allows for further developmental options and
funding opportunities as required by expanding use of the facilities

" and changing demographic patterns and needs in the area.

The omnibus report offers both a summary of committee findings and
recommendations and a series of attachments dealing with the varied

business and reports of the committee's work plus representative news




accounts and consultant-related materials. The summary is substantially
the same as the earlier interim report since the committee's findings

remain substantially the same.

Further, recognizing differences of emphasis and opinion by members of
the committee, we are providing a separate attachment containing state-

ments by some of the members.

All recommendations made in this report have followed a parliamentary
procedure of open discussion, motions and questions and decisions have
been arrived at by unanimous agreement in nearly every case. We bhelieve
the committee not only has been diligent and conscientious in exercising
its function but fair and equitable in responding to its members and

to all those who have presented their views or recommendations to the

group.

One recommendation of the report perhaps should be underscored, i.e.,
the recommendation to maintain this advisory body intact until the
actual completion of the project. We believe this represents a real
interest on the part of committee concerning its mission and its desire

to see the project through final construction.

The committee further wishes to express its appreciation to William
Kuehn, David Sparks and those municipal staff and employees who pre-

pared reports, minutes and telephoned messages to committee members.

We now offer this Report to the Mayor and members of the Common Council

of Middletown with the hope and expectation that they will study its




recommendations closely and act on them with all deliberate speed.

Jaesse Salafia, Chairman

City School Field Committee

December 1975




INTRODUCTION

The City School Field Committec was appointed in June, 1975, by Mayor
Lester Gowin, to investigate the best, possible use for the former
Middletown High School athletic field and to submit a report and recom-
mendations to the Common Council. An amount of $44,000.00 has been ap-
propriated by the city and the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for the purpose of providing neighborhood park and recreation
facilities‘for this area of Middletown, which, through redevelopment
activities, is changing character. The shift of residential densities
from the lower Union Street area to Traverse Square and the fact that
the Otis Playground on Sumner Street will no longer be available as a
recreational area, were felt by HUD to be significant factors in ap-
proving the City's proposal (see memo of 3/12/75 to MDC). The members
of the committee are:

Jesse Salafia, Chairman, Arbutus Street, Middletown

Mary Klaaren, Secretary, 1l Summit Place, Middletown

Joseph Lombardo, 24 Arnold Street, Middletown

Mary Hilton, 36 Traverse Square, ¥Middletown

Cari MacPermott, 47 Brainerd Avenue, Middletown

Seth Hubbard, 62 Accyr Drive, Middletown

Marty Jaskot, 23 Hubbard Street, Middletown

Jack Kane, 70 Nathan Hale Road, Middletown

Two organizational meetings were held in June and the following meet-

ings have been held approximately twice monthly.

The committee fell it was important to determine how the people living
in the City School Field area felt the property should be developed.
Consequently, a survey was conducted and one of two planned public

hearings was held.




SUMMARY OI' EXISTING PROPERTY

Before the second meeting of the committee was held, a site inspection
was planned and carried out. City School Field is a 3.2 acre parcel
located behind Stillman School on Loveland Street, formerly used for
high school and community athletic events as evidenced by the remaining
posts for bleachers, the cinder track, football field and the remains
of two tennis courts. There is a swing set at the Stillman School
entrance‘to the field. The two tennis courts are overgrown and unnlay-
able and the area behind them completely overgrown and unuseable. The
area behind the courts is fenced and has no entrance or right-of-way
except through the tennis coufts. The field seems to be in fairly use-

~able condition though the track has fallen into disrepair.

INVESTIGATIONS

A site inspection was made by the committee members. The neighborhood
survey was carried out and completed by members of the Youth Services
Commission and a report of the results was drawn up and discussed by
the committee at its August 12th meeting. There was general agreement
with the survey's primary recommendations which were: 1) to provide
neighborhood play facilities for young children; 2) to redevelop the
tennis courts; 3) to provide basketball and other playground facili-

ties suitable to older children (see copy of survey attached).

The committee also intexviewed four consulting firms representing a
broad range of staff size during September and October. They were:
- Raymond, Parish & Pine of Hamden, Connecticut; CMA Partnership of

Avon, Connecticut; CE Maguire of New Britain, Connecticut; and CR-3




Associates of Avon, Connecticut.

On October 28th, the committee conducted a pubiic hearing to elicit
views from those who may have been missed by the survey team or wﬁo
live in other parts of the city. The hearing was held at Stillman
"School adjacent to City School Field and about 30 to 40 individuals
expressed their view that future development shouldlbe directed toward
the maintaining or refurbishing City School Field with emphasis on
team sports, though not to the exclusion of neighborhood play facili-

ties (see attached transcript).

Letters were sent to all four consulting firms with an invitation to
return to the committee with more detailed information on the possibili-~
ties for development of the field. CR-3 Associates, CE Maguire and

CMA Partnership accepted the invitation and presented a little more

detalled information to the committee,

Members of the committee were urged to visit sites nearby which have

been designed by these firms in order to facilitate the final recomn-

mendation.

Seth Hubbaxd investigated and made a report to the committee on the
cost and construction of the tennis courts at Middlesex Community

College: four courts, $9,500.00 exclusive of labor.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

The committee recommends that a consulting firm be retained to assist

in formulating a master plan and design for the future development




of City School Field. We understand that approximately $4,000.00 or

ten per cent of the budget is earmarked for professional (consulting)
and technical services. The design would encompass both short and long-
term projects providing a felxible basis for construction and funding
options. Although available funding is for limited developmeﬁtal pos-—
sibilities, the creation of a long-range overview would allow for an
orderly and progressive development of the entire site and for future
funding proposals. At the December 2nd meeting, the committee decided
by vote to narrow the choice of consultants to two firms; after evalua-
tion of finished work or work in progress of these firms, the committee

will make its final recommendation and pass it on the Mayor and Common

Council.

A second public hearing is planned for the future following the develop-
ment by the committee and consultant of a basic design concept. In
this way, maximum input and participation can be assured in the final

desigﬁ approach.

In view of the project termination date of March 31, 1976, it is rccom-
mended that an early decision be made as to consultant selection and
that plans and design be undertaken within the next sixty days, allow-
ing time for réview of any proposal and initiating actual construction

and development during the spring and summer.

The committee requests further it be maintained as an advisory body

until the project is completed.




As to genéral recommendations for development in addition to those of-
fered separately, it is the committee's view that the general design
for City School Field should retain the good features such as the field
in an appropriate configuration suitable to an overall recreational
facility . . . . .for children and older pexrsons. Good planning in the
judgement of the committee would try to incorporate as many varied
facilities as possible in a small area without destroying the natural

terrain and existing facilities.

As to rehabilitation of the tennis courts site and facilities, the com-
nittee recommends major costs of development and renovation be assumed
by City agencies and that the bulk of the grant funds be expended in

developing a neighborhood park and recreational facility.




INTERIM REPORT
CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE

SCOPE OF STUDY - The City School Field Committee was appointed in June,

1975, by Mayor'Lester Gowin to invesfigate the best possible use for the
former Middletown High School athletic field and to submit a report and
recommendations to the Common Council. A budget of $44,000.00 has been
granted to the city by the Department of Housing and Urban Development
for the purpose of providing neighborhood park facilities for this area
of Middletown, which through redevelopment activities, is changing
character. The shift of residential densities from the lower Union Street
area to Traverse Square and the fact that the Otis Playground on Sumner
Street will no longer be available as a recreational area, were felt by
HUD to be significant factors in granting the funds. The members of the
.committee are:

Jesse Salafia -~ Chairman

Mary Klaaren - Secretary

Joseph Lombardo

Mary Hilton

Cari MacDermott

Seth Hubbard

Marty Jaskot
Jack Kane

Two organizational meetings were held in June at which time the following
decisions were reached:

1. The chairman and secretary were unanimously elected.

2. It was agreed the chairman would serve as spokesman for the press
and would be authorized only to report on what had happened at the meet-

ings and commonly agreed upon.

3. A site inspection was planned and carried out,
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} 4. The committee felt it was important to determine how the people

| living in the City School Field area felt the property should be developed,

-

A draft of a questionnaire was presented.
5. It was decided to investigate the possibility of using Youth
Services volunteers to conduct a neighborhood survey, using a form of the

questionnaire. A report of the results would be written and distributed

to committee members.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION - A 3.2 acre parcel located behind Stillman School

on Loveland Street, formerly used for high school and cémmunity athletic
events as evidenced by the remaining posts for bleachers, the cinder
track, football field and the remains of two tennis courts. There is a
swing set at the Stillman School entrance to the field. The two tennis
courts are overgrowﬁ and unplayable and the area behind them completely
overgrown and unuséble. The field and track seem to be in fairly usable

condition.

INVESTIGATIONS -~ The neighborhood survey was carried out and completed

by members of the Youth Services Commission and a report of the results
was drawn up and discussed by the committee at its August 12th meeting,
There was general agreement with the survey's primary recommendations
which were: 1) to provide neighborhood play facilitieé for young children;
2) to redevelop the tennis courts; 3) to provide basketball and other
playground facilities suitabie to older children.

The committee also interviewed four consulting firms representing a

broad range of staff size during September and October. They were:

 Raymond, Parish & Pine of Hamden, Connecticut, CMA Partnership of Avon,




Connecticué, CE Maguire and CR-3 Associates.

On October 28th, the committee conducted a public hearing torelicit views
from those who may have been missed by the survey team or who live in
other-parts of the city.' The hearing was held at Stillman School adjacent
to City School Field and about 30 to 40 individuals expressed their

view that future development shduld be directed toward the maintaining

or refurbishing City School Field with emphasis on team sports, though

not to the exclusion of neighborhood play facilities.

- RECOMMENDATIONS ~ Following further discussion, the committee is forwarding

this report with these recommendations:

1. Engage a consulting firm to assist in formulating a master plan and
design for the future development of City School Field. The design would
encompass both short and long-term projects providing a flexible basis
for construction and funding options. Although available funding is for
limited developmental possibilities, the creation of a long=range over-
view would allow for an orderly and progressive development of the entire
site and for future grant applications to HUD. Funds in the current grant
have been earmarked for professional and technical services,

2, In view of the project termination date .of March 31, 1976, it is
recommended £hat an early decision be made as to consultant selection

and that plans and design be undertaken within the next sixty days,
allowing time for review of any proposal and initiating actual construc-
tion and development during the spring and summer.

3. The committee requests further it be maintained as an advisory body

wntil the project is completed.

4. A comprehensive report is anticipated before the end of the year.




SUMMARY: NEIGHBORHOOD SURVEY ON CITY SCHOOL FIELD

Prepared for: City School Field Study Comnittee

Prepared by: D.G. Sparks, Municipal Development Committee

SﬁrVey Team: Francine Faraci, Susan Vereen, Vincent Annino

Date: | Wednesday, Friday, July 16th and July 18th, 1975

Area Surveyed: Neighborhood of City School Field includiné Church
Street (between High and llubbard Streets), William
Street, Traverse Square, QOak Street, Loveland Street,
‘Hotchkiss Street, Hubbard Street, Huber Manor, Mansfield
Terrace, Warwick Street, South High Street and South
Main Street (in immediate area), Lawn Avenue, Brainerd
Avenue and Home Avenue.
Most heavily sampled areas: Oak Street and Traverse
Square where largest cluster of homes and greatest
numbsrlof people at home dhring interviewing hours.
Residents in both areas responded, cooperating and,
in general, enthusiéstically to questions about im-
proving City School Field,

Survey Analysis: Using the attached six-point questionnaire, the sur-

vey team contacted residents on a house-to-house basis in the neighbor-

hood surrounding City School Fiéld (adjacent to Stillman School).

Hearly 200 households were contacted with over 100 interviews conducted,

representing over 350 persons.in those households. There was no access

o the remaining households - no one being available at the time of

contact (vacation and job schedules being the most obvious reasons

Pt
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for lack of access). For a better sample, a personal type survey.would
have to be carried out at different times of day and year. The demo-
graphic spread in interviews conducted represents a good cross-section
of the City's make-up in economic, social and ethnic terms. Ages of
respondents ranged from young to elderly; middle—aged and young-mar-
rieds, Families with small and young children, as well as older one-
couple families or those living alone constituted hdusehoid members
contacted,

'Interést in possible new development at City School Field was very
high, particularly among those families with children or grandchildren.
Respondents indicated a lively concern about the future of the Field
and readily offered opinions as to pbssible development, uses and faci-
ity improvements. Seventy-five (75%) per cent of those interviewed
regisﬁered an interest in using City School Field if facilities were
improved and developed there. At present, only twenty-five (25%) per
cent of the houses visited indicated any current use of City School
Field by members of\the housechold. 1In most instances, the youngsters

go there to play together and use limited equipment at Stillman School.

Preferences For Development

In summary, the most expressed need was for beﬁter facilities for the
very young, a "tot-lot" play area, including such facilities as a wading
pool, sandboxes, swings, slides, etc. Particuiarly strong support for
“tot-lot" facilities came from residents of Traverée Square (lower-
income housing development), where there is evidence of overcrowded

nd limited recreational facilities for small children.

iNéarly half of all households indicated a preference for such “tot-lot"




facilities, reflécting the general concern that children in the neighbor—-
“hood were limited in immediate recreational activities, especially dur-
ing vacation periods and, by the fact many families did not have transpor-
tation to take advantagé of other municipal recreational areas.

Ranked equally among those responding were the idea of playgrounds for
older children (elementary school age levels) and the desire for recon-
struction of tennis courts which have completely deteriorated during

‘the past ten years. A vote for tennis came from both Traverse Square

and other neighborhood residents. Construction of a basketbéll court
_(one basket and backboard) was the next most popular idea. Actual rank-
ings were: 1) Tot-~lot playground; 2) Tennis courts; 3) Better
playground for older children; 4) Basketball'céurt; 5) Other possi-
bilities; 6) Increased play area for Stillman School; 7) Horsehsoe

pits; 8) Shuffleboard.

Open Field Play and Orqganized Athletic Events

Although ranking their preferences for: 1) f“Tot-lot playéround;

-~ 2} Tennis courts; 3} Better playground for older children; 4) Bas-
ketball court, etc. in that order, half of those intérviewed also were

in favor of open field play if it did not interfere with younger chil-
dren's activities and if problems related to noise and parking congestion

could be worked out. Many did volunteer that the cost of constructing

new bleachers would have to be weighed against money available for other

development




and would abpear to have very low priority in development plans and

costs.

Survey Team Reactions

Survey team members were asked to summarize their own views on the sur-
vey and the results. Here are their views as registered shortly after
completing their interviews: o

"The results of the City School Field Survey are as follows: Most people
with young children, and even some older people, would like to see a
"tot-lot" playground for little children, the reason being that it

would give their children a place to go and keep them off the streets.

However, I also foﬁnd that the majority of older people, or younyg tecn-
( gers, would like to see tennis courts and basketball, as well.

The items list as follows: i) Tot-lot, 16; 2} Playground for older

children, 10; 3) Basketball, 6; 4) Horseshoe, 2; 5) Shuffleboard, 1;

6) Tennis courts, 11; °7) Increased play at Stillman School, 7; 8) Other,

2, made into officesi knocked down entirely.

Several of the older people had no opinion at all,

Personally, I feel that Stillman Field oy City School Field, should be

made into something useful for people. It would be a shame for it to

be knocked down and just left empty.

Most people, I think, feel the same. Most everyone was cooperative in

doiﬁg the survey, seeing as though it was "short and sweet", By that,

I mean it wasn't long and dragged out. It was quick and to the point".

The results of the survey for the City School Field is that most people

feel that there should be a tot-lot playground. Secondly, was a play-




ground for oldér children. Also, that a lot of people use City School
Field,

I think that the survey was excellent except for I didn't really care
for going to the people's houses, even tho the survey was for a good
reason. I really think that instead of going around in a specific area
that mafbe they should put people in some of the stores. Another idea
is that maybe when the people go to vote,‘there should be some forms
_thére in case that would like to do the survey instead of maybe bother-
ing them. |
Results: Tot-lot playground, 12; Better playground for older children,
11; Basketball court, 8; Horseshoe pits, 3; Shuffleboard,rd; Tennis

courts, improved, 5; Increased play area for Stillman Scheool, 6%,

"The results of the survey taken on behalf of the City School Field
were as follows: 1) Most of the people want tennis courts that will
be improved and be in-good shape. 2) Next, the people want to see

a tot-lot playgrounﬁ bé put in. 3) Then, the‘people want a better
playground for older children.

The actual results: 1) Tot-lot playground, 17 people;_ 2} Better play-
ground for older children, 13; 3) Basketball court, 12; 4) Horéehoe
pits, 11; 5) shuffleboard, 1ll; 6) Tennis courts, 21.

“In my opinion, most people do not use the City School Field in its pre-~
sent conditon. But, if it is developed into a neighborhood'park, a

lot of people would go to’it. Most people feel that the de&elopment
would keep more kids off the streets so, in that respect, the develop-
aent would be good. The kids would have some nice place to play and

LY

the adults would like tp play a little tennis on the side’.




Further follow-up is planned in form of providing questioﬁnaires to a
representative number of those households we were unable to reach dur-
-ing the daytime interviews. AlSo, posters are being'placed in neighbor-
hood stores with questionnaires inviting local residents to offer ideas
ané give opinions, | |

City School Field is presently used irregularly by neighborhood children
and some adults and older children. Imprévements, obviou;ly, would ber
welcome and would generate increased use, benefit and enjoyment.

The survey team is available for further discussion and comment should

the Study Committee so request.




DRAFT

INTERVIEWER'S NAME DATE — NO.

QUESTIONNAIRE -~ 5 mins, or less

DEVELOPMENT OF CITY SCHCOL FIELD

NAME (if offered) - No. in Household

ADDRESS

We are making a survey for the City of Middletown to find out what
people would like to see done at City School Field. Although we have
a limited budget, we want to know what people in the general neighbor-
hood think about possible development, particularly as a park for in-

dividuals of all ages.

1.) Do you, or members of your family, ever go to, or use, City

School Field? Yes No Sometimes

2.} Wcild you, or your family, use it as a neighborhood park if

it were improved or developed? Yes No Sometimes

3.) "Among the possibilities are:
1) Tot-lot playground (wading pool, sandboxes, swings, slides,
benches for mothers and others.
2) Better playground for older children.
3} Basketball court (1/2).
4) Horseshoe pits.
5) Shuffleboard.
6) Tennis courts - improved.
7) Increased play area for Stillman School.

8) Other possibilities,




Page 2.

4.) State or rank your personal preferences - K

1)

2)

5.) 1In your opinion, should open field play and organized sports such .

as soccer, football, lacrosse, track, be continued or permitted?

Yes No.

6.} What City recreational facilities do you or members of your

household use?
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MEMORANDUM

TO: MAYOR ANTHONY SBOHA :

MUNICIPAL DEVALOPMENT COMATITTER MREMBERS
FROM: W.KUEHN
DATE : MARCH 12, 1975

SUBJECT ¢ CITY SCHOOL FIRLD

€

In Januwary, 1573, the Department of Zousing and Urban Development
authovized that $255,000.00 (half Pederal and half City) bhe apent
to accomplich three tasks - the acquisition of the Hubbard estate,
the acquigition of additional land at Westfield Pallsg and the con-

version of City Schooli Fleld. The fivst objective has been completed:

the second is in condemnation; and the third is ahout to hegin as
Y'1l describe later on,

The budget which HUD has apnroved ig severely restrictive in several
areas and hence, I have written a letter +o [UD requesting an arend-
ment to the budget wherein amounts are Intorchanged hetween line
items. The existing and proposed budgets for this project are as
follows:

Existing Proposed

Site Acquisition §225,234 £620%,234
Congtr./proj. improvements 25,000 42,000
Prof./tech. sexvices 2,000 6,000
Inspection fee 1,766 1,766
Total $255,000% $255,000

*The swm of the parts in the HUD approved budget do not equal
$255,000.,00,

The reasons for considering an amendment to {the hudget are as fol-
lowg: the acquisition of the Hubbard tract ($173,000) and ¢he
Westfield Falis expansion (highest appraisal $27,000) should not
exceed $3205,000.00; professional and technical services alieady
approbch $3,000,00; therefore, ecendesmation proceadings plug the
retention of a landscape architect will requize an additional ap-
propriation; and $25,000.00 i3 a rather regtricting figure in
texms of designing the conversion of City School Field.

Simillay to my approzch with the HacDonough School PT0O, T met with
“the Stiilman PYO on Hednesday, February 26th, at the Travernas
Square Community Centesx. Pregent were thirteen members of the




o
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PTO plug the school principal and several faculty members, After
briefly outlining the intent and scove of the project, I invited
comments which could be built into the design of the proposed facility,
Those comments include: additional play area for school recess '
periods, additional tot-lot facilitiea, a wading pool, a sitting

area for nothars, perhaps with benches undar trees, a large sandhox
bordered by berches and fanced in, swings, glides, the rehabilitation
of the tennis courts, howseshca plits or other activities which

would encourage adulte or elderly persons o make usa of the facili-~
ties, a "Junk® playground utilizing old tives, barrels, cars, row-
boats {an article appeared in the Sunday Courant of HMarch 9th which
encouragaed this kind of design), poured concrate objects with tunnels
sueh ag large pipzs or structures wleh holes in thae sides for e¢limb-
ing, and utilizing the hillside for a slide. Othar comments included
tha removal of all concrete pilers formerly used for the bleachers,
the retentlon of the track for doggerg and IHMeycoles at a reduced
gcale, elimination of football activities and the usge of landscaps
materials fox separating wajor arveas of activity,

Assuming that the Depariment of Housing and Urban Developrient will
permit an smendment £o the budget as propozed chove, I fesl the bheat
route to proceged would ha to again retain a landscape architect to
work out the dzsign and specifications for tho project, If the
Municipal Develommont Commitiee 1g in agreemznt with this approach,
I would like to have a handle on professional services within the
next month. I am not sold on any one iandividual to do the work ex-
cept to say I am satisfied with the work My, Gary has done on the
MachDonough S8chool project. If anyone else has a name, or names,
they feel should be contacted with regard to this project, I would
appreciate hearing of them.

WiR/th




MEMORANDUM

TO: MAYOR ANTHONY SBONA
FROM: W. KUEHN
DATE : MARCH 21, 1975

SUBJECT: CITY SCHOOL FIELD

The Municipal Development Committee has recommended that a "bhuilding
committee approach" be taken with regard to the design of City School
Field to an urban park. The Committee recommended that an appropriate
resolution be prepared for the April 7th Common Council meeting to
establish such a committee with the hopes that such a committee

could be made shortly thereafter.

I suspect that MDC felt there was too much hassling back and forth
during the MacbDonough design phase and that a building committee
approach could eliminate some of these problems,

WMK/th




TO: i¢1“OR LESTHER H., GOHTY

LLTY SCHOOL PRELhL COMMITTER
FROM. W. KUEHN
DATE ; JUNE 3, 1975

SUBJECT : JILVIAL MERT THG

dvised that the initial meefing of the above-referenced
7311 boe hald n&xt Tueaday, Jue 10%h, at 7:30 P.M. in the
evalopment office (Mayvor'a ofifice} in the Municipal Building.

Please bhe a
comnittes
Municipal

b.«-—:

Background

In Januaxry, 1573, the Depariment of Housing snd Uzrban Development autho-
rized that 3285,000.C00 (half Pedeoral and half Clty) be spent to ac-
complish thwes tasks -~ the soguisition of tha Huabbard Eastate adjacent

to Spencar Jcho el the aagiigition of addictional land at Weeptfield
*alls; and zhe cﬂﬁvérsiun of City School fM=21d. fThe first cobijective
was cenpletad throuch negotlation; tas mecond by condemnation; and

the third i-uaading te ba dons, :

The hagis {or HD's geantilny noney for converting Clty School Fleld
was primaxily ro provide azighborhood oiaygrouvnd facillitiea for an

area of the afwmnni“y which, thiough radevelopment anlViti@B, is
changing charvacter. Specifically, the conatruction of new houszing
facilitiea-at Traverss Sguars and the Wozlayan Aparvtments have intro-
duced diffierent age grpugs bo tbhiz segtlon of Middletown, For which
recreational oreas are lacking., In adldition, the Otis Playground on
Sumner Strezal 1s beldng prurchased by the Redevelopment 2gency and will

be incorporatad into a larger digspositlion parcel for comnercial develop-
ment:. The shift of residential densities from the lower Unlon Street
area toward Travergs Sgquaze wazs falt ny HUD to be a significant factor

In sequiring propaer e reamicnal apace

In Harch cof #his y&&r, a reguest for a budget rovision was made to

allow more money for the actual conversion of the facility. On April 21,
1975, HUD authozizaed an inncoase from $25,000.00 to $40,000.00 for
consihruttion and site imprnvaments. At tha same time, they also autho-
rized for up to gopxoa;xnccl? $4,000.00 for mrofessional and technical

-gexrvices, {.2., design. heucp, for all practical purposes, the committee
has a budget Qf $34,000.00 with which t0 opsrate, :

JUK/th




MEHORANDUNM

TO: MAYOR LESTER M. GOWIN

CIL0Y SCHOOL FIBLD COMMITTER
FROM : W, KUERNM
DATE ¢ JUNE 13, 1875

SUBJECT 3 SITE INSPECTION

PLEASE BE REMINDED that there will be a asite inspection on Thursday,
Fune LO9¢h, at 6:40 P.M. at Clty School Fleld (Hotchkiss Street

entrancea) .

Enclosed please find an inventory of municipal recreation facili-
ties which was developed for the City School Field application
and updated to 1975,

At the Ffirst meeting, it was suggested that the committee begin
thinking about some organizational structure l.e., chairman and

gsecretary.

WHMK/Eh
ng.
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. Table No. 2
INVLNTORY or MUNICIPAL RECREATION FACILITIES

Major Features

6
Pameacha 23.5
Pond

+hiking

- .dce skating

Facility Acreage Developed &/oxr Activity Primarv Use
‘ ARLA WIDE _ .
l | .
Veterans 39 85 «swimming pool Recreation
Memorial .basketball courts
Paxk wice skating
+picnicking
«archery range
+horseshoes
« 200
+tennis courts
.bocci courts
«.8now sliding
+hiking
2
Palner 9 a0 .baseball field Recreation
Field +s0ftball field
«s0ccer field
3
Hubbard Park 5 100 .basefall field Recreation
.80fthall field
.spectator facili-
ties
4
River 5.5 20 wWalking arcas Urban Design
Front .Sitting areas
Park sboat launching
5
Pikes Ravine 19 100 .nature study Conservation

Urban Design

. A

.

1
i T Pinen

o
skt

-

PR s et

-
PRREY

\ 4 1Y " b N

L3
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% Major Features ‘
Facility  Acreage Developed &/or. Activity Primary Use
7 .
Crystal 33 50 .proposed golf Recreation
Lake course
. SWimming ’
.pPicnic facili-
ties
+£field sports
8 | | A
Pat 14.6 100 .softball field Recreation
Kidney +baseball field '
Field . SOCCer
football
+track
.tennis
9 .
Newfield 144.6 0 Urban Design
Meadows
NEIGHBORHOOD
L0 ‘
Union Square 1.3 100 .sitting Urban Design
«viewing ‘
11
Washingtca 3.3 100 .sitting Urban Design
Green .Viewing
12
Butternut 10.0 0 .play apparatus Recreation
Hollow .Viewing .
13 v
Roosevelt 3.0 20 +play apparatus Recreation
Field
14
Otis Play~ 2 100 .basketball Recreation
ground play appa- '
ratus
.turf field
15 ’
North End (See #32 Commod
Memoxial odorxe MacPDonough School)

Playground

@;
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3 Major Teatures

Facility Acreage Developed &/or Activity Primary Use
16 : -
City 3 0 To Be Determined Recreation
School o
Field
17 |
Dennison 3 0 Urban Design
Road Park
18
Spencer 7.3 30 .play apparatus Recreation
Schcol ' “«80ftball field
19 .
Hubbaxd 1 100 .play apparatus Recreation
School «s0ftball
' .basketball t
20
Eckersley play apparatus Recreation
Hall School .5 100 «baskethall court
21
Bielefield 4.6 50 “.play apparatus Recreation
School +turf field

«basketball court
22
Westfield 1.0 100 .play apparatus Recreation
School ' +turf field

.basketbal} court
23
Staddle 1.0 100 «play apparatus Recreation
Hill +turf fielg
Playground
24 ,
Long Hill 4.3 15 .play apparatus Recreation
School - +basketball court
25 _
Farm Hill 2 20 «Play apparatus Recreation

School

ceturf field

Factn

T—,
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Major Features

+turf field

’ %
Tacility Acreage Developed &/or Activity Primary Use
26
Van Buren 42.3 6 .basketball court Recreation
Moody School ' «80fthall fields
‘ .baseball field
.foothall fielad
.apparatus
27
S5t. Sebastian T .
School Area «15 100 .play apparatus Recreation
.baskgtball
28 - ) .
Snow 16.7 50 .haseball field Recreation
School . football
.play apparatus
29 | :
Central .6 100 .basketball court Recreation
School +turf field
30
‘iddletown 0 -
uigh
School
31
Stillman
School o § e
32 : play a .aratué R ti
Conmodore g 50 turt fretq sereation
MafDo?ough .basketball court
Schoo ’ horseshoe courts
13 ' .tennis court
Woodrow 4.6 100 .basketball Recreation
Wilson .S, .turf field
34
Woodrow
Wilson Jr.
High School 4.5 100 .basketball Recreation




Y
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Major Features

l

tot-lot

«pPlay apparatus

' )
Facility Acreage Developed  &/op Activity Primary Use
35 3 . -
Vocational 100 ° «turf fielq Recreation
Agricultural - .

School
36 - i .
Zoar Pond 30.2 - «Viewing Conservation
37
Westfield v
fFalls : 5.5 =0 - Viewing Conservation
\ .
38 : '
Kennedy fTract 50 -0 - «Viewing Conservation
.39 .
. Hubbard Estate 22.8 -0 - Recreation
40 _
‘Spear Park 1+ 100¢ Viewing Urban design
: «8itting areas
«fountajin
4]
Olin Ski park 100% . .sitting areas Conservation
«Viewing
42
McCutcheon 30 -0 - «Viewing Conservation
- Tract «Wildlife sanctuary :
43 ) -
Ferry Street o5+ 100g Recreation




CETY E0NCOL FIILD COMMITIEE

MINGTES June 23, 175
PRUSENT ALSO PRESENT

. Salafia D. 8Spazks
J. Lombardo W. Kuehan

Mrs. Yilliam MaoDarmotil
Mrg., Bugene Xlaaren

ABSENT
S. Hubbard

M., Jaskot

Ms. Mary Hilton
The City School Filel

fderid Conmmittee convenad at 7:42 P.M, in Room 206 of
the Municipal Buildin

k]
ing.,
In oxganizing itself, the committes unanimously selected Jesse Salafiz
as chairman snd Maxy Klaaren ag secratary.

Tt was decided that & guerusm could he astablished with the presence of
four {4) membars of the comnitbtee; meeting dates would be the first
and third Tuszday of esc¢h month at 7:30 P.M,

Notices ¢f thz mesting time and date wounld be gent out along with the
minutes of the owevicus mieting to the mexhers and, on the meeting
day, each member will be telervhoned as a weminder.

As regaxdsz to the matter of fubure naws releases, it was agreed that
the choirmzn would serve an the spokesman for the prass and media and
1t was further esgread that he would be anthorized only te report on
what had hapzened at the mezting and commnnly agread upon.

A drafe of a guestlionnaicse to be used as a survey instrument in the
City School Pleld nelghborhood to detsrmine thelr views in development
poasibllities wag introduged and digtyributed to wembers who were pra-
gant. A brisi descxiption of the contenta of this questionnaire, iis
rationale and methodnlisgy feollowed., Hembere were to review the quaes-
tionnaire, making any additicuz. vevisionsg oy comments that they dotexrn~
mine paceszary priox to the nexi meeting {a copy of the draft version
is enclosed for mambers not pressnit).

Discuesicna have been held with Youth Services to determine possible
avallsbility of lutaxviewera Lo conduct thz nelghborhood survey.

Discoussicna cbout the purposs and functlon of the commitiee concluded
with the expraased denizre of the chalrman and members to review pre-
vioug documants reladted 2o the City School FPield development applica-
tion {copies sncleosad}.

The meeting adjcurned &t #:350 P.M,

Ds/th

[




FAUS IO H

MINUTES July 1, 1975

PRESSNTE ' 2E50 DREEVNT
g. Balafin, Chalwx B, Capriloglio, H. Times
Mro. He Kleparen, Sagrebsavy ., Spavks

J. Lombardo
M., Jaskor
M. Mary #Hilton

Myre, ¥W. MachDaernostb
5. Hubbazrd

The Chairman called the moeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in Room 203 of
the Municipal Building. He brigfly discussed proceduzal rules for the
committen related to freadom of information.

the Graft of the questisnmairs was evaluated and suggestions made for
inolusion in the final vasslon., It was agread that Youth Sexvices
ghould be informed of the commitibee’s decizion to conduckt the survey
in the neighborhood of the Clty Schaol Pleld in order to determine
their views of potontial uzes and development for the park faclility,

It was agreed that a suxvay taewm should conalst of young pecple who are
valiable and capablza of condneting brief interviews, using the ques-
tionnaire, Thisz team of probably three or four would be melected by
+he dizector of Yopth Sspvices and the survey carvied out as soon as
sibility of weeting with the suzvey team by the

convenleat. Tha pos .
commlttee was also raiosd and, 1F possiblie, will be arranged.

Bfter completing the sunvey, complling results and preparing preliminacy
reportd to the Mayor and Counedl, the cownlties might then considax

the possibility of outsilde conguliants for further detarmination of
pleng for davelopment of City School Pleld.

Phe Chairmen again zeltavated the nzed to weatvain any publicity regarpd-
ing City School Field uatil the comnittes has an opportunity to pre-~
pare it own repoxrt. '

The meating was adjournsd ab 8:35 P4,

David G. Sparks

DES/eh
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SR, PR COMMITeRE

H

MINDRES July 15, 1975

ALSQ PRESENT
Chalvmon . Spacks

8. VYaraen

. Donbardo F. Paraci

5., Hubbard V. Bunino

J. Kane

ABSENT

M, Hilion

M. Klaaren
M. MacDermotbi

Before the mestling was called to oxder, committee was introduced to
Survey Team {5, Veraen, ¥. Faracl, ¥, Annino) and informed of commit-
tee's interest in ﬁafvc}?ﬁg ueighborhood and obtaining representative

attitudes regarding developmant possibilitiss for City School Fileld,

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M. The ninutes of July 1,
1975, weve approved as read. Now wnember, Jack Kane, welconed by the

Chalirman.

S. Hubbard requested a list of comnltiee nembers, names and telephone
pLENU~Th o= I

and added to survey list. Survey wasg

Several bt?%@tﬂ varae sugges
2, conaept behind questions and hasie

La
explained to comittes wainbexr
methodolegy. i

3
=]

Disgussion of need fox expeusion of water and sanltaxy facilities;whén
arexa is developed. oL

J. lLombavde submitted coples of & petition to the Chalrman that ap- -
parently oviginated by soascons Ainterested in preserving City Schoel
Pield for crganized soccer and football. The Chaifman reminded all’
of the foous of the cownlttes -~ €o make recommendations to the Maye
seddng uzes and possille d@velopmﬁnt of City

and Conmon Councll rogagd
Gohool Field without any psrticuelar bias and suggested that future

pﬁtiii@m% be curteiled unbil committes has gﬁmulated its WOER incl e
ing survey o©f general nelghborhood. _ .

There being ne x@xtﬂ@r_baginaﬁag the mneeting wvas a&journ@d &t 8 SOJ? M.

nGES/th




CEDY HCHOGY., PIELD COMMITIED

MINUTES August 12, 1975
CRESENT ALSC PRESENT

Jd. Balafia, Chairman D. Spavks

M. Klaaren P. Caprioglio, H. Timen

. Maclermoht
M. Hilton

J. Kane

8, Hubbard

RBSENT
Jd. Lombardo

M. Jaskot

The meeting was called to oyder at 7:35 P.d. The minutes of July 15,
1975, were approved as raad.

The Committee began a discusgion of the City School Field SBurvey veport.
General agreement with the survey's chief vecommendation to develop a
neighborhood facility with “"tot-lot" facilities, tennis courts, basket-
ball couvrt and playground facilities for older children.

Committee reviged conclusion of raport dealing with "open-field" sports
to more precisely reflect the visws of respondents. Original state-
ent offered grogss description of views favoring opposition to team
gports play at Clity School Field.

Committee indisated a favorable disposltion %o obtaining consultants

presentation and public heaving o permit those whose views may have
been missed by survey team and views of cltizens in other parts of the

City.

Committee voted to table survey report to permit further study for a
vote at next meetdng.

Petitions presented by J. Lombardo were also discussed and duly noted.

The next meebting will bhe held on Tueaday, Augusit 26th, at 7:30 P.M.
in Room 203 of the Munleipal Buillding.

There being no further business, the mesting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

nGEs/th




CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE

MINUTES August 26, 1975

PRESENT : ALSO PRESENT
J. Salafia, Chairman C. Judyge, Press
. J. Lombardo W. Kuehn
Ms, M. Hilton
" J. Kane

ABSENT

Mrs., W. MacDermott
5. Hubbard

Mrs. E. Klaaren

M. Jaskot

The meeting was called to order at 7:50 P.M. in Room 203 of the Municipal
Building. Upon a motion by J. Kane, seconded by J. Lombardo, the
minutes of August 12, 1975, were approved.

Upon a motion by J. Kane, seconded by M. Hilton, the results of the
Committee-sponsored survey were incorporated into the records of the
Committee, J. Lombardo dissenting.

The Committee discussed the conduct of a public hearing to be held
prior to understanding the physical design of the Field.

The Committee decided to interview approximately four (4) consulting
firms, representing a broad range of staff size. These interviews

will be held on an unspecified night during the second week of September
and/or the third Tuesday of the month.

The Committee recognized receiving information from the Planning and
Zoning staff.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M,

WMK/th

Note: The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 9th, 1975, at 7:30 P.M, in Room 206 of the Municipal
Building.




MEMORANDUONK

MAYOR LESTER M. GOWEN
CTTY SCHOOY FIELD COMMITUBE

=3
et
an

FROM: D, SPARES

BATE 3 SEPTEMBER 4, 1D7%

We expect to have represantatives of consulting firms at the next meet-
ing for puxgoszes of interviews with the Covmittea. We ave allowing
approxinately thivty to forty minutes for the interview and would like
to provide time, both for a brief pressnitatlion by the consultant and

questions by the Commitiza.

¢

Some of the typical concayns are listed heve which we axe asking the
consultants to address themselves to; additionally, you may have other
important guestions.

If your questions don’t get answered in the weating, due to time limits
or whatever, we conld always give or send them to the gonsultant for
reply, in writing.

Some typleal concenns:

Costs; time reguivsd ¢o do job; performance standards and
ascheduling.

Examples of sinilayr developments; past experience; size of
£irm and basic philoscophy on recreational facilities; person

in firvm as contact.

Technical capabilitics pepresented in fimm, l.e., architects,
engineering, eto.

Does budget repressnt a strong restraint foxr imaginative de~
valopment?

Famlliavity with pavks, playgrounds, wecveatlonal faclility
development.

Technical or othey sesistance that may be rvequirad by tha
congultant from tha Cisy.

DEE/th



CRTY BCHGOL PIBLD COMMITTER

MINUTES Septembax 9, 1975
PRESENT AL _PROSENT

F. Halafia, Chalrman ¢, Caprioglio, H. Times

Mrs. M., Klaaren R. Pine T

Mre. K. MacDarmobt . Gibhonsg

Ma. M. Hilton T. Mavoney

§. Hubbard D. Spavka

Jd. Lombarde

J. Rans
M. Jaskot

The meating convened at 7:30 P.M.

Pirst comsultante from Raymond, Parvish & Fine, Hamden, Connecticut,
made a presentation toe the committee. Fxramples of othex landscaps
architecture and reercational designe wers displaved in the form of
aketghes, drawvings and plans,

They recommended stage development of City &chool Fleld in light of
iimited budget; stressed need for landacspe work and emphasis on site;
indicated cost of sexvices and general approach o the type of developuent,

Fellowing a guestion peviad, sncther set of consultant representatives
from CHMA Pavitnership, Avoa, Conasastiout, wmade their presentation to
the committes., First they pressoted plides of previous landscaps
apd recreationsl faclilitiea done by thelsr £ixm and provided a graphic
display of the commmications process they prefer to pursue with a
aglisnt. Included in the prioy exbperiences wera recently. completed
athlietie facilitles at Hall ligh School in West Hartford, including
track deegign. Thev, also, rocommanded staged development for City
SBehonld Pleld. After p byied guestion and answer pevied, the commlttee
hald a brie? bhusiness mssting, including approving tha minutes of the
august 26th meating.

A motion was offeved by 5. lubbard, secondad by J. Lombavde, to determine
the costs of renovating the hennis court avea at City School Field.

After a brief discussion, 1t wae agreaed that the committees would inter-
wiew two more congulbting Hlves and then vy to azsess the information
received. - _

ha naxt gahaﬁuie& meating is Wuasday, September 23xd, at 7:30 P.M. in
hoom 203 of the Munialipal Puiliding. :

Thaere baing no further business, the mestinyg was adjourned at 9:30 P.M.

B3 th




CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE 7,{

MINUTES _ o . . October 21, 1975

PRESENT ALSO PRESENT
J. Salafia, Chairman D. Sparks

K. Macbhermott ' . W. Kuehn

M. Jaskot <

J. Lombardo

5. Hubbard

J. Kane

ABSENT

M. Klaaren
M. Hilton

The meeting convened at 7:30 P.M,

Committee briefly discussed recent interviews with various landscape
architecture consulting firms.

Plans were laid to conduct a public hearing for purposes of inviting public
input on the matter of developrment of recreational facilities at City
School Field. The date of the hearing will be Tuesday, October 28th,

at 7:30 P.M.

A subcommittee was appointed to prepare preliminary (interim report) to
the Council on the Committee's basic findings, deliberations and reco-
mmendations. Report Committee members: Mary Klaaren, Kerry MacDermott,
Seth liubbard, Jack Kane, under the aegis of Chairman Jesse Salafia.
Committee members invited to participate in drafting report but declining
because of other commitments: M. Jaskot, J. Lombardo; Seth Hubbard
indicated limited time available.

Motion made by S. Hubbard, seconded by M. Jaskot, voted unanimously,
to invite consultants to make additional presentations of their views

and ideas by November 18th neeting,

Seth Hubbard indicated verbal discussions with Park and Recreation
Department revealed tennis courts at City School Field could be rehabili-
tated for limited investment. Mr. Hubbard has agreed to provide com-
mittee with cost breakdown at next meeting.

There being no further business, the Committee was adjourned at 8:00 P.M,

.DGS/th

NEXT MEETING - PUBLIC HEARING ~ Tuesday, October 28th, 7:30'P.M.
. at Stillman School




HEMORANDUNA

AT MAYOR LESTER M. GOWIN
CTUY SCUCOL PYIEDD COMMITIER

FROM ¢ D, SPARKS

DRIE 3 NOVENMBER 5, 1975

2 draft of the intorim report oun ity School Field is enclosed for
vonz consideration and review., It has alveady been approved by tha
chaivman and will be submitted to all Comwmon Counoil membews within

the naxt week.

A gopy of the survey guestionnalre and the gvrvey report will be sent
e Council manbars alsgo.

A shor: wmeeting ig plamed for Wednesday, November 12th, at 7:15 P.M.
in Room 206 of the Hunicipsl Building to consider recommendationas in
tha interin repoxt.

A letter of invitation has heen sent €0 the consulting £ixms who made
presentations to the conmities, offering them time on Tuesday, Novembayx 18th,
to present any additional ideas oxr proposals.

Thank you for yowr prompt attentlon,

DES/Lh
Bagg .




CEEY SCHO0L PIBLD COMMTTING

MINUTES November 12, 1978
PRESENY © ALSO PRESENT

J, Salafin J. Dalay

M. Klaaxen B, Sparks

5. MacDormott

. JFaskot

8., Hubbard
F . Tombawrdo

ABSENT

. Kaue
M. Hilton

Tha meeting was convenad by the Chairman at 7:15 P.M. with brief discus-

glong of the following matters:

Plans for the newxd maeting vhen representatives from CF Magulire
and CMA Paritnership wilil make additional presentations. It was
noted that Baymond, Parish & Pine had asunbuitted a letter indi-
cgating Les continuing interest in being considered as a gonsultant
though deelining an dnvitation to make a second appearance since
they felt thev had nothling subgtaantive to add to the inltial

presentation.

Bath Hubbard indicated he head received cost estimates on tennis
court develepment and preferred diseussing this with the committee

at the next meeting.

The Chairman, with the unanimous consgent and approval of the at-
tending commititee members, anpounced that the Interim Repoxt pre-
viously drafted would be suhmitted in ite present foxm to the
Mavor and Common Council for their consideration.

Jeffrey Gebrian of CR3 made another presentation to the committes
and offered a copy of his baslc proposal which each member re-
ceived at thao time of the mesting., Absentees will receive a copy

at the next wmeeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P;Mg

neEs/th




TO: CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE

FROM: JESSE SALAFIA, CHAIRMAN
SUBJECT: MEETING DATE - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1975
DATE: NOVEMBER 26, 1975

A MEETING OF THE CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1975 AT 7:30 P,M., IN ROOM 206 (SECOND

FLOOR) OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

BASIC BUSINESS OF THE MEETING IS SELECTION OF CONSULTANT EBROM
THOSE WHO MADE PRESENTATIONS: CMA PARTNERSHIP, CR3, RAYMOND,

PARISH § PINE, AND C.E. MAGUIRE.
PLEASE PLAN TO MAKE RECOMMENDATION ON TUESDAY.

ALSO REPORT SUBCOMMITTEE SHOULD BEGIN PREPARING FINAL REPORT.

WILL DISCUSS DETAILS.

Jooce . C
JESSE SALA:%

pcC




SR BOLROG PEELD COMMETTRR

Dacenmber 2, 1973

LR ALGC PRESENT
; {afia, Chaluman B, Bpaxks

. MzabDaraott &. Dalay

. Hilton

M. Jasket

9, Hubbaxd

Fo. Loinhardo

BRGENT
M. Kiaayren
. KRane

Phe meabing was convened ab 7130 P.M. Reading of ninutes of prioxr
maating was walved.

The Chalrman digsousceed praparation of fipal repovt. €. MacDermott was
chogen ahalrman of the Pinal Report Commibtee, supported by other
spenbers of Interim Report Commiiiea. Yarget date fov drafi, approxi-

mately Degember 13th.

cetaction of a consuitant, to bhe veconmended in the £inal report, com-
orisad the bulk of the discunsslions. Declision was made to evaluate
rotusl vecreakicnal work of two consultants: CR3 and CE Maguire. I&
ip hoped that conmibies menbers will be able to obsenve such facilities
within the next two weaks.

5. Hubbard provided basie cosis of congbyuctlion of the tannisg courte
ot Middiesex Communiby Colloge.

NEYT MORTING: Monday, NDecembex 1S5th, 1975, at 7:30 P.M. in Room 206,

nEs/th




CITY SCHOOL FIELD COMMITTEE

MINUTES Decembeyr 15, 1975
PRESENT ALSO PRESENT

J. Salafia, Chairman G. Daley

J. Lombardo D. Sparks

Mrs, W. MacDermott
Mrs. E. Klaaren

5. Hubbard

M., Jaskot

M., Milton
J. Kane

The meeting was convened at’7:30 P.M,
Minutes of prior meeting were  read and approved.

Primary business included: Discussion of draft of Final Report.

The Chairman indicated to committee members that each member would
receivea draft version and should review it prior to preparation of
the final version. Committee members submitted separate statements
regarding personal recommendations for City School Field.

Martin Jaskot and Joseph Lombardo volunteered to inspect site work of
consultants under consideration. Others were urged to try to visit
projects for work in progress.

There was a brief discussion concerning costs of tennis courts with
recommendation that rehabilitation and further development of City
School Field tennis facilities be undertaken by City agencies.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

DGS/th




TRANGCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARING, STILLMAN SCHOOL - OCTOBER 28, 1975




J. Salafia ~ We are a committee, only to make recommendations to the
Mayor and Council and have no authority as to disposition of field. UWe
will make a report to the Mayor, who, in turn will meet with Common
Council and it will be their decision as to the fate of the field. By
the authority given to us by the Mayor, we are working within the Federal
guidelines of the grant of $44,000.00 so that there will be no unappro-
- priated expenditure of City funds. We have taken surveys, have input

as far as some of the people in the area would like done. You may look
at a map of the field in order to give you a better idea of its layout.
There will be no debate. If anyone wishes to speak on their feeling
about the field, please stand, give your name and address.

B. O'Rourke — My name is Bernie O'Rourke, I live at 169 College Street.

I'm a taxpayer and I'm also Director of Parks and Recreation- Depariment.

I have a written sheet which I would like to read but I'd like to digress
]ust for a moment before I do., At the present time, City School Field

is under the direction of the Park and Recreation Department of the City
of Middletown. It was turned over two years ago by the Board of BEduca-
tion. 7There has been a playground and a play area at City School Iield
for more than fifty-two years. Prior to the formation of this comnittee,
the P & R Department had two Councilmanic members. Ve werce told at a
meeting that a member of the commission would sit in on the committee.

We were also informed that the Director of the P & R Department would

be invited to sit down at a meeting with the committee and go over
details. This has not been carried out. This has heen requested hut
has not been carried out. I would just like to read this. First, hao-
fore I do, I would like to mention the fact that Marv Hagel of Middlesex
Community College has made a request of the P & R Department that NMCC

be allowed to carry out its track and field program at City School

Field wnich has a fifth of a mile track. Middletown, in recent years,
has seen many of its play areas vanish and I trust that the City School
Field will not. Russell Street, Bridge Street, Green Street, Wadsworth,
Hubbard School, have gone and now the oldest playground is in redevelop-

nent.

No work has been carried out in the Noxrth End project. Goodyecar Rubber
Company and A, Brazos owned the area that is now City School Field.

I know this because I was a resident of Hotchkiss Street for 35 years
In 1923, the City took over the 3 1/2 acres. The WPA assisted in do-
ing the football field and bleachers. Since that time, the area has
been used as a playground and play areca for all as well as a field for
football and track. All phases of sports were played and carried out
here. Tennis courts are still at the field and have not been used in
recent years. There is no reason why the area cannot be used for a
fine playground, remain the same size as its present area, The biggest
request here is to keep the field conception and use it for all-purpose
p]ay. If the City has $44,000.00, is it for this field and this only,
or is the money just for making this field into a play area? The final
decision rests with the Common Council but we must think not only of
today but of the future. I urge this committee to weigh all details

of this project. You cannot cut up the area and then put it back to




the same size without a major cost factor. Regardless of the outcome
of the project, the Park and Recreation Department will, as in the
past, care for the area, staff it with programs. City School Field
has had a great history in this community and can serve today's chil-
dren and those of tomorrow.

Charlie Sousa - I live at 66 Plumb Road in Middletown. I'm also a tax-
payer and what I was going to say was just about what Mr. O'Rourke said.
I'd just like to add that I am very much involved in Midget Football
and this is the only football field in town that we have to practice
on. When it gets dark, we go to Pat Kidney Field and play in the out-
field so we can practice under lights because it's too dark at this
time of year to have practice. We were in a planning stage of getting
lights donated to the city free of charge, installed for City School
Field but we stopped our plans to find out what was going to happen.
We, in midget foothall, would like to see this field maintained as a
field with the track around it and bhleachers, an athletic field for the
youth of our community. We have playgrounds with swings all over the
city but this is the only athletic field outside of Little League base-
ball fields that the City of Middletown has. Palmer Field is also over-
used for games and youth soccer is coming up very strong in Middletown.
This would be a good field for the youth soccer. They could share it

~ with Community College for their track and field, our midget football
program, the youth soccer; the lights wouldn't be any problem. Park
and Rec would, I'm sure, do a great job maintaining it like they do

the rest of the fields in the city and I see no reason to do away with
a field. I can't imagine how you could possibly replace it anywhere

in the city without spending a fantastic amount of money. It's there
just for the fixing up and I think it would be a shame to do away with
it. You'd be doing a great disservice to the youth of our community,
especially the midget football and youth soccer programs because we
have no place else to go.

Bud Woodcock ~ I live at 581 High Street. I'm also a taxpayer and
I"m also involved in midget football, I, for one, can't see why this
field should be changed over from what it's been for years for
Middletown., Number one, all we ever hear - turn on your TV, turn on
your radio, you read your newspaper, you've got youth involved, in
‘what? Narcotics, breaking and entering; you name it, you've got it.
These kids are supervised every night of the week by volunteers. It
costs the city nothing. They're off the streets, the parents know
where they are. They get a ride to the field, they get a ride hone.
They have the place to keep their mind working instead of being out
on the streets, hanging around the parking lots, hanging around Main
Street. Now, this committee fecls that thig field should be, as
Bernie said, cut up and he done over into a playyground which, if it
ever was decided to go back to an athletic field, it would amount to
-a considerable amount of money. I would like to recommend that: this
field stay as it has been in past yecars.
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Al Roberts -~ I live at 65 Oak Street and I'm also a taxpayer and I
clearly agree with the gentlemen that have already spoken and I think
that to do away with this field as an athletic field would be a crime
-and it certainly wouldn't enhance anything to have a playground here
and have it cut up when we're so sorely in need of an athletic field.
Also, I would like to see that the tennis court, which is in very run-
down condition be renovated. Tennis in Middletown 1is something that
has really caught on. More and more people are playing tennis and
courts are sorely needed and I realize that the court here is small
but it still is a tennis court, as such, and for a small amount of
money, it could be renovated so that it could be used again. The field

is not in that bad shape and the money which you said has been appropriated’

or 1s going to be appropriated, could bhe used to renovate the field as
an athletic field and I cannot see why it should be cut up into another
playground. I realize that the kids in Middletown need playgrounds

but they also need a place to participate in sports and a field like.
this.

Joe Giannetti ~ I live on Boardman Lane and I'm also a taxpayer. Speak-
ing as a parent, I'm assuming that if they do away with the field, this
means the end of midget football and, as a concerned parent, being
brought up in Middletown with the traditions of Middletown behind us,

I feel that doing away with this field would mean doing away with midget
football and I would be very concerned for my boys if I didn't have a
chance to see them in organized sports and, as a parent and a taxpayer,
I want to voice my opinion in the sense that I don't want the field

done away with.

Chief Petty Officer John Harris - of the U.S. Coast Guard, Number 58
Military Road. As a military member of this community, it's quite
gratifying to come in and be able to join an organization of midget
football. This is the second year my son has played. 1I'll tell vyou,
after twenty yvears in the Coast Guard and a year in Viet Nam, I came
home after all this time away from my son and I got a chance to be

with him which a lot of fathers, you know, take for granted who haven't
been in my situation. Take this away, we'll take away the opportunity,
the comradeship, fellowship and fair play that I've enjoyed watching.
I've been able to get close to my son just through this program.

Ms. Virginia Peterson, Principal Stillman School - I wasn't planning
on saying anything but perhaps I should represent a point of view for
the children of the school. I would hope that you will consider the
needs of the children for play space during school hours and I'm not
saying by this, take away the play field that should be play space. I
would also like you to consider the area around the building in your
proposal, I think lighting is definitely needed 6n the field, a
parking lot which will be at-the main entrance. Also, consideration




to protect against vandalism in the school might be something to think
about. You might also consider neighborhood area in your plans; play
apparatus could be utilized by the area children as an extension of
that field. I hope that you'll consider the whole school area in re-

Yationship to the field.

J. Salafia - We are going into thorough details for every possible way
that it can be utilized. All those extras have been taken into considera-
tion.

Geoxrge?~ Loveland Street., Neighbor of this community field here. Kids
use pilayground equipment out here. Night after night, I have to yell
at the kids not to smash it. If this is the case, the area should be
lit, police-patrolled and so-on and so-forth because night after night,

they're smashing this eguipment out here.

Joe Misenti - I live on Long Hill Road. As a parent whose son is in-
volved in midget football, I'm concerned about the possible elimination
of the program and changing the field., I think it's a beautiful field
and can sexrve the community well and I don't think you'll find a field
like this around the area. I'm strongly opposed to changing it.

Question - Is it possible to be used as an athletic field or does it
have to be used for some other purpose?

J. Salafia - The funding is for a neighborhood park and recreation area.

Tt means that the money can only be spent for that purpose or for a
neighborhood park and recreation area.

J. Salafia - The present area is not utilized to its fullest.

B. O'Rourke - It appears to everybody that the chair should not make
statements that the facility is not used hecause the facility has been
used since the facility has been available to the City of Middletown.
Records of the Board of Education will show that the late Adrian A.
Johnson was a playground instructor and it will show that Waino Fillback,
assisted in the programs and it will also show in the City of Middletown
records. As far as I know, during the time I came into the program,
there have been supervised programs here at all times when the play-

ground was open.

J. Salafia - Bernie, I don't know as I answered any other question,




but the question of money which, in the opening statement, I gave the
background of what this committee was organized for by Mayor Gowin and
what our authorization was and is; what happens after we make a report
to the Mayor and Council, it is going to be up to them. We have no
authority to make any decision on anything. All we are doing - we took
a survey of the area, we've had petitions sent in to us. We are now
about to put all this together in a reposrt to the Mayor and it is going
to be up to the Mayor to handle it from then on. We are not a decision-

making committee,

Unidentified gentleman - I came in late but all I would like to say is
St. Mary's School also uses this playground as well as the kids from
Stillman during the daytime and they have a part-time athletic dinstructor
who takes them out there and they play every day as long as the weather
permits, I know this summer you had a program and the boys were clear-
ing out the tennis courts and ever since Middletown High moved out, the
whole thing seemed to have been abandoned, I don't see why we can't

just straighten them out and use them because there are more kids going
to Wesleyan courts and there's still not enough room there and there

are a lot of kids that love to play tennis,.

Someone giving their name but not recognizable) Fifth Avenue. I'm also
a taxpayer. I've just retired from the military and I feel that, per-
sonally, I've heard everything stated here and I agree with. I also
wonder if the policy-making body have kids that age to play midget foot-
ball. Also, I often wonder, sometime, if we shouldn't overlook monies

for the health and welfare of our children. That's about all I have
to savy.

Tony Matterrazzo - I live at 5 Ranger Avenue, Meriden? The question
seems to be the use of the field itself as it presently exists. The
question I propose here is if the field was improved, graded, trapped?
and so on, put in tennis courts, fixed up -~ would this field truly be
used more than what it is now? I believe that would be the case.

You'd find exceptional use of the field if this field was put into proper
condition that it should be in. Much of the youth in this city don't
come to this field simply becauscec of the fact that it isn't in the

best of condition. If this money can be used to put it in condition,
which would benefit the city, then I believe that's where it should be

spent.,

Fran Patnaude, Bartholomew Road., A question - for money received from
the government, there've got to be guidelines. Can you explain to me
what guidelines as far as park and recreation that the government set
forth for use of this money? Now, how did they set them up to whai you
could spend it for and what you couldn't?




D, Sparks - I don't think we have any, no absolute terms. The basis

of the proposal to the Department of Housing and Urban Development was
that the area is lacking in neighborhood recreational facilities and

it was on this basis that the proposal was approved,

F. Patnaude -~ That doesn't qulte answer my question because I think
that when you receive money from the government, they tell you what you

can do with it.

J. Salafia - I can answer that. “The funding is for a neighbhorhood park
and recreation area. That's it!

B. Woodcock - I don't believe that when you started, opened this meet-
ing up, that this was explained in detail as it should have been to
everyboedy in this room in regards to one specific questlon. The
$44,000.00 grant from the Federal governmcnt was given to the city to
put into a recreation area in the neighborhood. Seéing as how there's
no debate, I'd like to go on record as asking the question, "Was this
$44,000.00 given by the government to the City of Middletown to sink
into this specific spot or is this $44,000.00 for this immediate area
which covers a great deal of space?"

J. Salafia - Bud, when I made my opening statement, I specified that
the $44,000.00 has been appropriated to survey City School Field for

a nelghborhood park and recreation area. I also stated that we, as a
committee, do not have the final word for this. We are here to take
input as far as this public hearing; we've had surveys here; we've

had meeting after meeting; we've talked to different people; we are
now about to prepare a report that is going to be submitted to the Mayor
and the Council. They are the only ones that can do anything with the
funds and make decisions.

B. Woodcock - I understand that. My only question was - Was the
$44 000.00 from the Federal government specified for City School Field?

J. Salafia - I said that, Bud.

B. Woodcock - All right, that's what I want to know.

J. Kagc, Committee Member - Mr. Chairman, may I speak briefly? I

would like to say, just to reiterate what Jesse said, to clarify a

few things here so there aren't so many hard feelings. . Everybody likes
midget football in the room, I can see that. (the proposal) is for
City School Picld, for a park and recreation area. This committee is
held to discussion of park and recreation, it's not for midget football




field, it's not for tennis courts, it's specifield only, the words
before me, that Jesse very readily said, for park and recreation. We
took a survey; many of the people around here, including the new tenants
of this area. This is what we are concerned with. We're not concerned
with the Westfield area, where I live, or where some of you live that
have spoken. It's a neighborhood park and recreation area; this par-
ticular area, $44,000,00., And we're trying to spend this money as well
as we can for this area and also, if possible, for the City of Middletown.
We're not going to put sandlots and slides where the athletic field is.
We're talking to consultants; we're taking their suggestions; we're
going to bring in morce consultants. We realize the long legacy that
City School Athletic Field has had. We can't bring that back but we
want to presexrve part of that perhaps, but also, we are dedicated to
have a park area here for the kids, the tots, and this has to be part
of it., Now, on the other end of the fence, you people have said that
it's been used in the last few years. However, the tennis courts have
not been used in quite a few vears, you'll have to admit that. The
track that Middlesex Community College and Marv Hagel wants has not been
used. What I'm saying, we're all in the same boat; we're trying to

get this thing going but we only have $44,000,00 to work with. I don't
mean to be long-winded but one of the consultants said this may be an
initial expenditure that we will get from HUD, If we spend this money
wisely, and we expect your suggestions as well as the committee’s and
the Common Council's, if we spend this money wisely (this $44,000.00),
we may be able to get more. I hope that clarifies a few points.

Frank Caida - I'm a member of the Park and Recreation Committee, I have
just heard of spending a grant of forty some odd thousand dollars, to
establish a recreation, or call it what you may, for the neighborhood.

I guess I'd like to reiterate that, as far as the Park and Recreation
Committee is concerned, our funds are limited and no snowball's chance
in hell if you would try to duplicate that field for over seven hundred
some thousand dollars. 80, we're comparing seven hundred some thousand:
dollars to forty-four some odd thousand dollars and I'm sure that money
could be put to good use and we could establish activities on that

field if it's .for youngsters in the general area without destroying

the field,

J. Lombardo -{Committee Member) I just want to say, as Chairman of the
Park and Recreation Commission, a lot of times I'm in trouble because
they call me a troublemaker., First of all, I want to say, I'm so glad

to see this turnout because I'Ve been to public hearings where there's
only one membexr, we have a committee of seventeen and only one comes

to a public hearing, This is fine, I love this. I also want to say

that ¥ was put on this committee; Mayor Gowin put me on this committee
because I am chairman of the Park and Recreation Commission. Now, I'm
not against $44,000,00; I love money too, but like my other commissioner
who just made a statement that you could use the $44,000.00 without even




touching the field or the track. Come hell or high water, to touch that
field and we're going to have midget football and soccer, especially

the soccer. Youngsters that are growing up; we already have a progran

in the Park and Recreation. We even have them practice at night at

Pat Kidney Field. That's why Mayor Shona put me on the Park and Recreation
five years ago, to see that there was plenty of recreation, and good
recreation, hecause by God, I've always maintained that you keep a
youngster in sports and you keep him the hell out of courts.

We also brought up a statement here that we can revise the tennis court
for about $8,000.00 and X'm pretty sure that our Director knows what
the hell he's talking about. There's nothing wrong with the tennis
courts; it was just abandoned but it's got good foundation; what we
need is the blacktop on it and we have our Park Deputy that can talk
about the tennis court. Dan, I'd like to have you make a statement on

that tennis court.

Well, I'm Dan Pillarella of 115 Grove, The only thing I can say is this.
We've done 85% of the tennis courts up at MCC outside of blacktop. We
put up the fence; we put up the markers; we did - and ¥ really think
that this place can be fixed up with a little cooperation from Public

Works.

J. Lombardo - One more question before I close, Jesse, I just want to
say that I hope this committee will take this group into consideration
and realize that these people know what they want, what's good for the
kids and that's what I've always been after myself.

J. Salafia - I don't bhelieve that any of us are against kids, Joes, and
I don't intend to get into an argument with you.

J. Lombardo - We're not against the $44,000.00 either Jesse.

and one runction only, and I hope you remember that. We are here to
make a recommendation and a report to the Mayor. I hope you remember
that in the future Joe.

J, Lombardo -~ A recommendation that we can save that field and put the
$44,000.00 around the field. I mentioned that before, too.

J. Salafia - You just write your recommendation and turn it into the
committee and it will be taken into consideration,




Unidentified male voice - You talk about recommendations and all. I
just want to be on record since it's going to be a recommendation, that
I've been living here twenty-eight years around the corner. TVe've got
guys here that moved out of the neighborhood and stuff like that. We
all use the field all the time. If that field isn't being used by us,
the kids in the neighborhood are using it and this has been going on

for as long as I've lived herc and it doesn't matter if they've got a
recreation department function with the teachers and stuff here in the
summertime, no matter what - as long as that field was available, some-
one went in there. Fine, soccer started and the midget fooltball wasn't
in there; we were trying to get in there for touch football or whatever.
You know that field's been used around this area for years and it hasn't
ever stopped being used.

J. Salafia - Ladies and gentlemen, please. I think we've heard what
your feelings are on that but most of you are forgetting what I have
said about what this committee is going to do and I don't think it's
fair to the committee or to me, this constant debate back and forth.

We called this meeting as a courtesy to the certain people on this
committee and to others in the town. There was no legal requirement

to have this meeting. All we're trying to do is to carry out the re-
guest of the Mayor and get as much input as we possible can from the
neighborhood and to carry out to the best of our ability what the

Mayor has charged us to do and that's it, period. This constant in-
sinuation that this committee is going to tear up the field, is against
children and children's recreation, is a lot of nonsense. I have
children, I have a son, I have a grandson. There is no one in this
town, no one who has worked as hard as I have for the good of the kids
of this town and I'm a little perturbed at the insinuation that this
committee is against kid's recreation and I wish you'd give us the
courtesy now of carrying out the meeting as I requested to do in the
beginning. Please!

B. O'Rourke - I think that I'm going to speak for everybody in this

room, maybe I'm taking too great a liberty. I don't think anybody came
here to chastise any member of the committee. I think we all appreciate.
what they're doing and I think if any statement is taken by any membex

of the conmittee that we're taking personal abuse of them is wrong.

I think if we weren't interested in the youth of the community we wouldn't
he here and you wouldn't be here. I think if you take that, we ask a
question, we're not looking for any problems. I think the only ques-
tion that'should be answered that hasn't been answered is Fran Patnaude’s
and I'll give you the reason why. We're in a -~-- at the North End be-
cause we have a project in the North End that hasn't been started that
was voted on and we.were informed that the nmnoney could only be spent

on certain things. Now, I think if there is an agreement with the city
and there is a contract that says you've got $44,000.00, what did you

. get it for? Then I think, I'm not questioning the committee. It must
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be in the c¢ity records, it's public record. Why cannot a copy of that
be made available to everybody and then we would know where we stand

but I see nobody has a copy. Nobody. I'm not questioning the committee.
I think that's the worst thing you can do is to think someone is here
jumping on you. We're not. I think if there's a copy available, we
would 1like a copy of it.

J. Salafia - Bernie, if you recall, I said that this committee was
formed. We have $44,000.00 for City School Field for a neighborhood
park and recreation area. I said that three or four times tonight.
There are no other guidelines except that money is supposed to be spent

for this purpose.

B. O'Rourke -~ I'm not questioning your word but I think somewhere in
the MDC - Mayor Sbona, this money was accepted. Thexe has to be a
contract. I'm not going to give you $44,000.00 and say fix up your
house or around your house. We've been through this at the Noxrth Ind,
There must be some kind of an agreement. The North Ind, we were told,
that you could not move the tennis court; you could not, with any of
the money, do anything around the area. If there's a copy, and I ---
and ‘anybody wants to pick it up some place in the Town Hall., But I
think that it would ease a lot of minds.

J. Salafia - Well, this is my answer to some of your question. I'll
read it. This is the background. In January, 1973, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development authorized a $255,000.00, half Fedecral
and half c¢ity, be spent to accomplish three tasks: the acquisition of
the Hubbard Estate adjacent to Spencer School, the acquisition of ad-
ditional land at Westfield Falls and the conversion of City School
Field. The first objective was completed through negotiation. The
second by condemnation and the third remains to bhe done and this is,
people, what we're trying to do.

C. Sousa - I don't think anyone came here tonight to pick on the com-
nmittee but we did come here very concerned about what we've been read-
ing in the paper and it has something to do with what you just read,

the word conversion. Now, we have a football field out there and a

" track. It needs fixing up but not conversion, The word conversion
means from a foothall field to something else and this is what every-
body's concerned about, We heard about the public hearing and we

showed up to speak our views. I just hope that this word conversion
doesn't get pushed around from public hearing to public hearing until
there's a crowd of a different manner. We read the paper and we're cocn-
cerned enough to show up at this-hearing and we'll be looking for another

hearing.

J, Salafia - Well, we all appreciate your coming., We all appreciate
your concern but please try to remewber what this committee is here for.,
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We did not have to call the public hearing. If we were not interested
in having the townspeople learn of what was going on so that we could
get additional input, we would not have called the public hearing be-
cause we were not obligated to call it. All we're obligated is to det

a repori in to the Mayor.

Unidentified ~ Did they give any type of an explanation for conversion?
Number three, what did that number three say?

J. Salafia - The conversion of City School Field.

Unidentified - And that's it.

J. Salafia - No, that's not it. What we're trying to do is to find
out, going to the letter of the law as far as HUD and the grant goes,
is to try to convert this into a suitable park and recreation area for
the neighborhood. It does not say that the field is going to be torn
up. It does not say anything of that type. What is going to happen
after we get the report again, is going to be entirely up to the Common
Council and whoever is Mayor after next Tuesday.

Unidentified (0. Sousa) - Mr, Salafia, in light of what has just been
sald, I would Like to add to my recommendation and I think it's probably
everybody else's recommendation too, that if this money, if we are led
to believe that this money can he spent for rehabilitation of City
School IMield, then our recommendation is to stand as they are. This

is what we would like to see. If that word-conversion is going to throw
a monkey wrench in, X think our recommendation would be to say we don't
want the $44,000.00 because it's going to cost us $700,000.00 to replace

this field.

J. _Salafia ~ We will be maklng all the recommendations that have bheen
given to us this evening in our report

Unidentified -~ Could you make it possible that a% the next meeting, that
particular word be clarified completely - in other words, you have
stated but it's not stlpulatlng one way or the other what conversion
means as far as the city is concerned. So, if that can be pinpointed,
let's face it, like he was saying, it's well worth keeping it the way

it is rather Lhan getting (that State money), that Federal money.

J. Salafia - Again, it's 901ng to have to be something that the Common
Council and tle-Mayor is going to have to determine. I'm not a legal
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expert but I think if there's any question of legality of it for the
changing of any word, I think the City Attorney would have to take care

of that.

B. Woodcock - Mr, Chairman, did I hear Commissioner Lombardo right when he
said that the Park and Recreation Director, Bernie O'Rourke, he asked for
Bernie O'Rourke, he asked for Bernie to be present at this committee's
meetings and he was never asked as Park and Récreation Director of the
City of Middletown? And if he was, I'd like to go on record and say that
is kind of a s8lap in the face to Bernie, who, I think, and I think every-
body in this room and throughout the city of Middletown, has never had

a park and recreation director such as Berxnic O'Rourke.

J. Salafia - Mr. Woodcock, there are new laws in town now that say that
you have all facts and figures available to the public. There is no
committee that I know of in the city of Middletown that, at any time,
is not open to the public. As far as Bernie is concerned, if he wanted
to come to that meeting, he could have come as a citizen, he could have
come as a recreation director. He was not formally invited to it by
letter but he was told that he could come at any tine,

B. Woodcock - Verxry true, very true, Mr. Salafia. I am not doubting your
word and I can be very frank and say I know you're getting uptight with
me but as a taxpayer, as far as I'm concerned, that's too bhad, I came
here as a parent, as a taxpayer and as an official of midget football
and this has nothing to do directly with midget footbhall which you are
trying to put a stigma on. But, all I asked was a simple question

if the committee is having a meeting, as a man of Bernie's calibre,

Park and Recreation Director of the City of Middletown, it is a slap

in the face to him for not being invited even though it is an open meet-
ing as you call it. It's an open meeting to the city of Middletown,
every resident, but the committee doesn't have the decency to ask their
one - and only Park and Recreation Director but the Park and Rec Commisg-
sioner, even though he's on the committee, suggested that the Park and
Recreation Director be invited and nothing was saild one way or the
other. And all I asked was, did I hear right when Commissioner Lombardo
made that statement? If I heard wrong, I'd like to be corrected bhut

I don't think I can be corrected.

D. Sparks -~ He was told that there was an open invitation to Mr. O'Rourke
at any time he wished.

B. O'Rourke - Jesse, if it could be me or Joe Doakes or anybody. Only
thing 1 said when I stood up first tonight was that at a meeting of the
Park and Rec Commission, at which time Dave Bengtson, who was Republican
Councilmanic member, Buzzy Levin, and I'm almost sure Buzzy said it,
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that I was going to be invited and I think if your memory is clear,

you and I have been friends for overy fifty years - doesn’'t mean nothing
tonight, but if you and I remember, and I think you've got a good,

clear memoxry, I asked you about it and you said that I was going to

be invited. :

J. Salafia - That's right, I did.

B, O'Rourke - Tonight, outside, you said that I was supposed to be in-
vited and so—-and~so mustn't not have given me a letter. Am I right or

wrong?

J. Salafia ~ Yes.

B. O'Rourke ~ 80, in other words, I would have came to the ﬁeeting if
I was invited. Tonight is the first public meeting and that's the

reason I'm here.

J, Salafia - Only as the public, Bernie.

B. O'Rourke -~ ~- public hearing.

J. Salafia ~ The public hearing is tonight.

J. Salafia - All meetings are public, Bernie.

B. O'Rourke -~ But you said that you were going to invite me to the meet-
ing and that's the reason I dind't go.

J. Salafia - Not through with it.

B. O'Rourke -~ I'm not here to argue with yvou or the committec and I
know what you've done for the community, you don't have to tell me, I
know what you've done. But this gets ridiculous. I hope you know how
to spell my name and be sure you use the term argued.

J. Salafia - Yes, PFrank,

F. Guida - Jesse, a question. Have any architectural proposals been
presented to your committee for consideration at all?
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J. Salafia -~ All we did is, we asked a few consultants to come in and

have them give us their pitch, period, at no cost to the city whatsoever,

I, Guida - Would there be any objection on the part of the committee if
the Park and Recreation submitted some suggestions or proposals on paper
as to 7?7

J. Salafia -~ Absolutely not. As far as my personal feelings on it, abso-
lutely not,

Same person - --- spend this money on ---

J. Salafia - We will be glad to include it in the report to the Mayor.

Same person - -—--- do we have to get something like this?

J. Salafia -~ We still have got lots of time. We hope to get started in
the spring with it. Anyone else? If not, thank you for coming. I ap-
preciate your coming. We realize your concern but please don't go away
thinking that this committee is going to destroy anything on vou. I
think I've tried to make it clear that we're just here as a committee to
make a report to the Mayor with as much input as we possibly can. This
is all this committee was required to do. Nothing is going to be done
by this committee. We have no power whatsoever except to get as many
facts to the Mayor and Council as possible.

B. O'Rourke - May I fire one last blast about - for everything, Would
you be so kind as chairman of this committee to invite Mr. Spark's bos
to the next meeting because evidently he must have all the details in

this project.

J. Salafia - I'll be glad to Bernie.

J. Lombardo - At the next public hearing.

J. Salafia - The next public meeting.
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Unidentified (C. Sousa?) - Is this tape recording going to be submitted
with our recommendations or is the committee going to make the recom-

mendations?

J. Salafia - We are going to take the input of the tape.

J. Salafia - Thank you for coming.
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We, the undersigned res sidents and tax payers of Middletown, wish to have
City School ﬁeld iept as a foothall and soccer field for the youth of
our Community.
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We, the undersigned residents and tax payers of Middletown, wish to have
City School Field kept as a football and soccer field for the youth of
our Community.
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We, the undersigned residents and tax payers of Middletown, wish to have
City School Field kept as a football and soccer field for the youth of

our Communi ty.
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We, the undersigned rfs1dents and tax payers of Middletown, wish to have

City School Field lept as a football and soccer field for the youth of
our Community.
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We, the undersigned residents and tax payers of
City School Field kept as a football and soccer

{ our Community.
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Resolution #53
1975

RESOLUTTION

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY QF MIDDLETOWN:
That a Building, Site, and Development Committee be appointed

by the Mayor with the approvél of the Common Council, to explore
uses of the City Field; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Committee shall consist of

seven members, and shall submit a report and recommendation back

légto the Common Council at the August, 1975 meeting.
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3  DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT  AREA OFFICES
¥ . ™
o

Boston, Massachuseils

%, l”‘llﬂ
34?0 e ' AREA OFFICE Hartford, Cennecticut
999 ASYLUM AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105 Manchester, New Hampshire

REGION | :
REGIONAL OFFICE JUIy 2’ 1975 e

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
. i IN REPLY REFER TO:

]

Honorable Lester M, Gowin

Mayor

City of Middletown

Municipal Building, DeKoven Drive
Middletown, Connecticut 06457

Dear Mayor Gowin:

Subject: Open Space Program
Project Nos, O0SL-(CT=01l-26-1068, 0SL«CTu01=26-1037

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 2, 1975 wherein it is
indicated that the above Open Space Projects are approaching the com~

pletion stage.

Based on the above and on a review of our records, this Office has
projected the following close-out dates:

Project No, OSL-CT-01-26-1068 - March 31, 1976
Project No. OSL-CT-01-26-1037 - December 31, 1975

In order for you to prepare for-the close-out and in order for you
to stay within the above schedule, we enclose two each of the follow-

ing forms:
Form HUD-6670 = Financial Statement _
Form HUD-6664 = Grantee's Certificate of Project Completion

Form HUD-259 - Requisition For Grant Payment With One Copy of HUD
Handbook (1900,17)

A requisition for final payment should be submitted for each project.

Where an audit is required, 10% of the total grant will be withheld
from the final requ131L10n pending completion and approval of the

audit,
Sincerely,

. /
o ot

Edwin Skelly
Program Manager

Enclosures
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FILING OF APPLICATION
FOR GRANT TO ACQUIRE AND DEVELOP OPEN-SPACE LAND

Tty

P o

S

-- -WHEREAS Title VII of the Housing Act of 1961, as amended, pro-
vides for the making of grants by the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development to States and local public bodies to assist them in the
acquisition and development of permanent interests in land for open-
space uses where such assistance is needed for carrying out a unified
or officially coordinated program for the provision and development

" of open-space land as part of the comprehensively planned development
of the urban area; and :

. WHEREAS the City of Middletown desires to acquire in fee simple
certain lands known as the Kennedy tract, the Hubbard Estate and

- Westfield Falls Expansion and develop certain lands known as Zoar
Pond, River Park, Westfield Falls Expansion and City School Field,
which lands are to be held and used for permanent open-space for park

and recreational use; and

WHEREAS Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the reg-
ulations of the Department of Housing and Urban Development effec-
tuating that Title, provide that no person shall be discriminated
against because of race, color, or national origin in the use of the :
land acquired and/or developed; and S v

WHEREAS it is recognized that the contract for Federal grant
will impose certain obligations and responsibilities upon the Appli-
cant and will require among other things (1) assurances that families
and individuals displaced as a result of the open-space land projezt
are offered decent, safe and sanitary housing, (2) compliance with
Federal labor standards, and (3) compliance with Federal reguirenents

P

relating to equal employment opportunity; and

WHEREAS the land known as Zoar Pond and proposed to be developed é
for open-space use was acquired with a Federal grant undexr Title VII 5
of the Housing Act of 1961, as amended; and '

WHEREAS it is estimated that the cost of acquiring the Kennedy
tract, Hubbard land and Westfield Fallg Expansion will he $330,000;
and

WHEREAS it is estimated that the cost of development of Z%oar
Pond, River Park, Westfield Falls Expansion and City School Field
will be $123,000;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:

l. That an application be made to the Department of Housing and
Ucban Development for a grant in an amount authorized by Title VII
of the Housing Act of 1961, as amended, which amount is presently cs-
timated to be $250,000, and that the applicant will pay the balance
of the cost from other funds available to it.

e e PR e
P e e

oy

2. That the Mayor of the City of Middletown is hereby autho-




rized and directed to execute and to file such application with
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, to provide ad-
ditional information and to furnish such documents as may bhe re-
guired by said Department, to execute such contracts as are re-
guired by said Department, and to act as the authorized corre-
spondent of the Appllcant.

3. That the proposed acguisition and development is in ac-
cordance with plans for the allocation of land for open-space uses,
and that, should said grant be made, the Applicant will acguire,
develop, and retain said land for the use(s) designated in said
application and approved by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

4, That the United States of America and the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development be, and they hereby are, assured of
full compliance by the Applicant with regulations of the Devartment
of Housing and Urban Development effectuating Title VI of the Civil

‘Rights Act of 1964. )

5. That the United States of America and the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development be, and they hereby are, assured of
full compliance by the Applicant with the Federal labor standards
imposed under Title VII of the Housing Act of 1961, as amended.
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. <BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:

SECTION I. For permanent public improvement the sum of
$255,000 1is appropriated for the acquisition and development of
pen space land involving the Hubbard Estate, Westfield Falls and
ity School Field, to be known as the Hubbard Estate Project.
xpenditures are also authorized for demolition, relocation, ad-
inistrative costs, and together with all of the usual and custom-
ary expenses in connection therewith. - :

- SECTION II. To meet said appropriation not more than $255,000
of bonds of the City of Middletown shall be issued. The estimated
life of said improvement is forty (40) years, and the total esti-
ated cost of said improvement is $255,000, $127,500 of which is
estimated to be defrayed from Federal grants.

- S8ECTION III. The proposed issue is within any debt limit
prescribed by law as shown by the following statement as of
April 20, .1973: : -

DEBT STATEMENT
) APRIL 20, 1973
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT

ANNUAL RECEIPTS FROM TAXATION : -
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1972 , $ 10,790,382.

BORROWING CAPACITY FOR EACH CLASS:

2-1/4 Times Base for General Purposes 24,278,359.
- 4-1/2 Times Base for Schools - 48,556,719.
3-3/4 Times Base for Sewers - : 40,463,932,
3-1/4 Times .Base for Urban Renewal : , 35,068,741.

MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING CAPACITY

7 Times Base R ' ' 75,532,674,
INDEBTEDNESS : _
BONDS AND NOTES: ° : :
GENERAL PURPOSES $ 7,454,000,
SCHOOLS ‘ + 9,512,000.
SEWERS 5,930,000,
URBAN RENEWAL : , 615,000,
BONDS AUTHORIZED BUT NOT YET ISSUED: '
SCHOOLS 500,000.

SEWERS N 2,500,000, \
. o § 26,511,000 26,511,000,

BALANCE OF BORROWING CAPACITY FOR
EACH CLASS: -
GENERAL PURPOSES $ 16,824,359,

SCHOOLS ) 38,544,719.
SEWERS ' _ 32,033,932.

URBAN RENEWAL ) - 34,453,741,

BALANCE OF MAXIMUM AGGREGATE. . '
BORROWING CAPACITY AVAILAEBLE . : $ 49,021,674,




<{> ' SECTION IV. The bonds shall be sold either all at one time or
from time to time in series at public sale at not less than par

and accrued interest, and advertisement of which shall be published
at least seven (7) days before the date of sale in The Bond Buyer
and a newspaper having a general circulation in the City of Middle-
town. The City Treasurer shall deliver the bonds and receive the
proceeds thereof. Adinolfi, O'Brien & Hayes, P.C., Attorneys-at-
Law, of Hartford, Connecticut, shall render an opinion approving

the legality of such-particular issue.

SECTION V. The principal of and interest on such bonds shall
be paid from property taxes to the extent not paid from other funds
available for the payment thereof, and the full faith and credit

of the City are pledged to such payment.

SECTION VI. In anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds
from the sale of such bonds, the issue of temporary notes of the
City from time to time in an amount not more than $255,000 is here-
by authorized. The Mayor and the Treasurer are hereby authorized
to determine the amount, date, maturity, interest .ate, form, and
other details of such notes, and to sign, sell and deliver the

same on behalf of the City.




MIDDLETOWN -~ Park
and Recreation Commissien
Chairman Joseph Lombardo
“said Sunday he is opposed to
turning the former athletic
field for cily schools on Hub-
‘bard Street into a neighbor-
hood park, as sugpested by
the Middietown Develop-
ment Comimnission (MDC).
Federal Grant

Lombardo, who also is a
member of a special com-
mittee {o decide the best fu-
ture use of the field, said a
$45,000 federal grant is avail-
able and the MDC proposes
using the money fo Lulid a
neighborhood park., William
Reuhn, coordinator for the
commission, suggested hir-
ing of a consullant for the
project.

Committee racmbers in-
spected the [ield Thursday
and, according to Lombardn,
were impressed with the pos-
sibilities there. He said fhe

ficld could be used for midg-.

ef football, soccer, track
meets and lacrosse. The
committee will meot Tues-
day night to discuss the ficld

* and its {oture use.

Cinder Track

Lombardo alsoe said a cin-
der track at the field was one
of the best in the area and he
thought it couldn’t be re-
placed for more than
$160,000. Two tennis courts
al the field could be put in
service with very little ex-
pendilore by the park depart-
ment, he said, and with the
present popularity of this

sport the courls would {ill a
need in the city,

He also said that immedi-
ately adjacent to the {ennis
courts there was sufficient
area on the ficld to imple-
ment a neighborhood park.
He belicves he said, that this
could be done by the Park
and Recreation Department
without the services of a con-
sultant. .

Petifion
Lombardo alse said the
Park and Recreation Com-
mission has one petition op-
posing the use of the ficld as
a neighborhood park and a
second one was being circu-
«lated in the neighborhood ad-

Jacent to the ficld. Both, he
“said, would be turned over
¢the the Middletown Develop-

g 3 .@n’pe 'g T o & © L ¥ . ' ‘:{- ) 'Jf"e Tﬂo ﬂ F !‘ﬂ a3 G .
Oificial Opposes Athletic Field Plan ¢y
: . M,

ment. Commission.

The field formerly was
owned by the new defunct
Middictown City Scheot dis-
frict, which used it for foot-
ball and track. The field was
turned over fo the Cily of
Middlefown several years
ago. '
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1 Neloh! nod Survey Favors Hamily Park -
al Neighborhood S TVey Favers ramily fark .
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28 : : " The tot-int facility. complete  On that very question. aboul message forwarded to the com- g . :
h Ry JOHN BROOKLIER A " ) a2 surv .
ting of (YN e of a five-block  With sandboxes, swings, slides half of the 120 homes WRO  mittce was the need for a tot-lot ﬂmw ¥ qh..wwﬁmﬁw wm... mewﬂ.mnwmum
elerans .4 adlacent to the City School  and benches, rankec first inthe responded to the survey said  facility in the field area. “That o' caig. '
d TRUT- T 04 on Loveland Street had field survey, which solicited they were in favor of an 0PN s (he primary concernof the  The scheduled timetable of
iate Ar- i a sold th recommendations from 200 play ficld. provided it &Rt paanle in the survey area,” he fiaid ctndy  ineln i

their way, the grass ficld there 1 2 five-block area near hm danger the activities peop ¥ . field study includes a public

homes in a five-block area near limii or endanger the actl said. hearing in the middle of

would be turned into a family mn nger i . . .
mMMM% MM ‘park area complete with a tot- the facility. omm%ao _<Mwmmwm Mwmwﬁmmnwm%u- Saiafia said the commilice September, followed shortly
lot facility. Ranking .mext, Sparks said, . opor s a0 e eons rais. 7S Charged by the clty to COme thereafter by a meeting with
. oved tion is that many Persons rais iy with the best possible use of consultants to discuss actwal .

3sociation ! -

¥ held 2t graps the results of a survey ‘wqwmoumawmoﬂmwmM_m%z.mw..nﬂwme ed questions over possible noise 5o field, A federal grant totak field improvements,
Park 03 congucted by the city to doter- Friel BEIEOURE, Ul atpan 20 parking prodlems i e ing 544,000 is availadle for the A second public hearing will
vill be €is- mine neighborhood reaction to facility. Shuffleboard, oo o e construction of a neighborhood then follow to answer any
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By JOHN BROOKLIER

If residents of a five-block
area adjacent to the City School
Field on Loveland Street had
their way, the grass field there

Frayne would be turned into a family

attend ag
ssociation
2 held at
"Park on
vill be dis-

park area complete with a tot-
1ot facility.

That's the results of a survey -
eonducted by the city to deter-
rmine neighborhood reaction to
the best possible use of the field
located at Stiliman School,
Municipal Development Assis-
tant Coordinator David Sparks
said today. A o

Middietown

rothers of
aold their an- .

rs picnic Sun-

at the home of

. Walkley Hill,

e three-hour

"1 pm. and

1 case of

held the

ssident

ﬂwm

‘o

Fraternal Grder of Eagles
. No. 681" i

Worthy President Gerald
Nedobity announces that the
33rd annual Eagles family out-
ing will be held Sunday at the
Falcon Park in Middletown
starting at 12 soon.

This year's outing will be held
in honor of Max Resnick.

The menn will include clam
chowder, hamburgs, hot-dogs,
~n or the cob, watermelon.

Juy

The tot-lot facility, complete
with sandboxes, swings, slides
and benches, ranked first in the
field survey. which solicited
recommendations from 200
homes in a five-block area near
the facility.

Ranking next, Sparks said,
were improved tennis courts,
better playground for older
children and a basketball
facility. Shuffleboard,
horseshoe pits and an increased
play area for Stillman School
drew scattered support, he
said.

The need for the survey was
prompted by a differing of opi-
nion on the field’s future use.
MDC officials favor conversion
into a neighborhood park, while
Park and Recreation leaders
advocate leaving it in its pre-
sent form for use in softball,
football and soccer.

On that very question, about
haif of the 120 homes who
responded to the survey said
they were in favor of an open
play field, provided it didn't
limit or endanger the activities
of the vounger children there.

Sparks added another stipula-

tion is that many persons rais-
ed questions over possible noise
and parking problems in the
area.
" The survey work was con-
ducted by three youths on loan
from Youth Services.' It includ-
ed the area from College to
Warwick Streets and High to
Main Streets.

City School Field Commiittee
Chairman Jesse Salafia said to-

. day his eight-member body took
nio official action on the survey
results. Some members are
still looking at the results, he

" said. .

But he did note that the clear |

R AR

message forwarded to the com-
mittee was the need for a tot-lot
facility in the field area. "That
was the primary concern of the
people in the survey area,” he
said. : :
Salafia said the committee
was charged by the city to come
up with the best possible use of
the field. A federal grant total-
ing $44,000 is available for the
construction of a neighborhood
park facility.
Nest Move
According to Salafia, the

committee will meet at its
next regularly scheduled ses-
sion this Tuesday to discuss the

gost Tt Tyt et

B b

e o5

survey results. Another field

trip to the area is also planned..

he said.

The scheduled timetable of
field study includes a public
hearing in the middie of
September. followed shortly
thereafter by a meeting with
consultants to discuss actual
field improverments.

A second public hearing will
then follow to answer any
petitions or related questions,
he said. A final report and
recommendation should be
available to the mayor

00d Survey ‘avers Fan ; y Park

and the Common Council in ear-

ly Qctober, he added.
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City Field
Use Survey
Completed

A home-lo-home survey to
determine the best use of City
School Field has been com-
pleted and will be compiled into
a preliminary report for next
week's committee  meeting,
Chairman Jesse Salafla said
today. o

The field survey, which
soliclted recommendations
from 200 homes in a five-block
area  adjacent to Stillman
Schobdl, polled residents on
conversion to a park or
‘recreational area.

The Municlpal Development
Committee favors conversion
of the field area into a
neighborhood park, complete
with shrubbery, trees and pie-

- nic areas. Park and Recreation
officlals advocate leaving in jts
present fores for use in softball,
football and soccer.

Salafia sald the eight.
member committee witl study
the survey results and compile
& report. A public hearing will

" follow ard a final recommengda-
tlon will be forwarded to «the

- mayor’'s office,

The committee, which pest-

~poned last night's meeting:for.
lack of a quorum, Is expected to
make a recommendation onzthe
use of the field by the end ofithis
month or the beglnning<of
September. ' .

' Youth Survey

Three youths on loan fromithe
Youth Services Department
conducted the survey of the
area from College to Warwick
Streets and Righ to- Main
Streets. About 80 per cent of the
200 homes coniacted responded
to the questionnaire,

. The one-page survey sought
to assess the present and future
needs of - the neighborhood,
Residents were asked to give
reactlons to the presence of a
tot-lot playground, basketball

_ courts, horseshoe pits, improv-
ed tennis courts and increas-

ed play area for Stillman Schoeol.
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By CAROLYN CAPRIOGLIO

MIDDLETOV/M «— Residents
In the neighborhood of City
School Field, located 2djacent ™
fo Stillrnan Schicol, have showm

a clear preference for the
" development of a “tot lol” play

area in the unused field.

It would Include such things as
a wading pool, sand boxes,
swings, slides ard benches, This
preference was discovered
through a neighborhood sarvey
recently completed, - -

“The most expressed need
was for betler facilities for the
very young," reads, in part, a
summary of the survey resuits

.compiled by city program

writer David Sparxs. His sum-
mation, was presented fo the
City School Field Commiitee,
who commissioned the study of
neighborhood preferences, on
Tuesday,

The survey was conducted
over a threo-cay pericd. Nearly
200 hcuseholds were contacled
and over 100 interviews actu:liy
conductod, Sparks stat~d in the
summary that those intervicw-
od fepresent the thinking of over
350 persons.

The most heavily sampled
areas were QOak Sircet and
Traverse Square. The report
notes that “particulary strong
support for tot-lot facilities
came from residents of
Traverse Sguare, where (here is
evidence of overcrowded ard

LS,

¥
- ar

2’«' vf ‘,’f

Gy €

el

APy

Fiidaletown

limited recreational facilities
for stoz!] children” ¢

The order of neighborhood
preferences for futore field vse
is as followis: letlot playgraund,
tennis coutis, botter playground
for older children, basketball
court, increasad play erea for
Stillman Schaol, horseshoe pits
and shufflebeord,

Becaysg petitions, containing
an estimated 1,530 signatures,
have been circulating arcund

-the city asking that the field be

developed for faam and spec-
tator sporls, a question was
included in the neighborkood
survey form thal asked, “In
your opinion, sheuld open field
play and crganized sports such
as soccer, fooltzall, lacrosse,
frack be continued or per-
mitled?”" Sparks €2/l (he ques-
tion was pulin as "concession o
the peliticns”’ and to fairly
represent all points of view,

Of the peighhorhoad residents
surveyed, 57 responded

responded to that question, 28
resporded negatively ard 2 had
ho opinion but Sparks emphasiz.
ed (hat of the favorable
responses, *less than half show-
od any strong opinion.”

Some neighborhood residents
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field for team sports pointed out are unfezsible, we must stick
possible problems such as safe- with what we are authorized fo

: ty of snali children, roise, pargs

ing congestion, litter and
related disturbances.

Comrnittee member Mary
Klaaren suzgested that the see-
tica of the survey results deals
ing with the team sports ques-
tion be revised ''to more ade-
quately represent” lhe tone of
the responses.

Committee Chairman Jesse
Salafia suggestad there might
be a way o provide the {ot lot
play areas and cpen spaces for
team sports by ulilizing evening
hours for group activities, s
leaving the day hours for use by
the children, or by constructing
the playground In such & manncr
that the area for young children
will be safely scparate. In
refarence to the large scale ac-

tivities, he said, 'lif those things

“(’.
! :

i
§
!
!
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do which is to put in a
neighborhoad park.’”” Grant
money i3 pvailable from HUD to
develop a neighborkood park but
not for the censtruction of a
playing field for the city.

He pointed out that e com-
mittee will have lo delermine
Low much square feotage will
be needed for cach activily in
order to defermine the maost ef-

“ficient development of the field.

The committee will look into the
use of consultants lo ascertain
this inforraation.

A public hearing will be held,
probatiy in late Scplomber, at
which me tiosa with specifie
views on the development ¢f the
field can be heard.

The commitiee will meet.
apain next weck (o vole on
Sparks’ analysis of the survey.
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gift to residents

| MIDDLETOWN — The

' Middletown Exchange Club has
i presented the cily with two sels
- of historical plagues. One set

MIDDLETOWN — Barbara
Rowe, Emergency Employment
Program director, stated Tucs-
day that thus far only two
applications have heen received
by her office for the position of
air pollation control officer.

Middlelown, plagued by air
pollution problems, has been
without an officer for more than
a month because the stale of
Connecticul withdrew its {inan-
cial assistance for the position,

unde thraueh the federal

who were against the use of the

| Air quality job  attracts onlyé

Middietown

Department but she added that
aG new information concerning
the funding has been received.
Applications for the position are
being accepted on the verbal
assurance from the CETA field
representative that federal
funds will be forthcoming.

was given to Middlietown High
School; the other is displaved on
the Councit Chamber walls in’
the Municipal Building.

- Each set consists of éopies of
28 American historical
documents mounted on pla-
ques. Some of the documents
include: Thomas Jeflerson's
roughdraft of the Declaration of
Independence, George
Washington's Farewell Adress,
Franeis Scolt Key's manuscript
of the Star Spangled Banner and
Abraham Lincoln's {inat copy of
the Getlysburg Address.

Francis While, secretary of

Nitcdeifatown

Paton, coordinator for the
Middletown Biceatennial Com-
mitlee, to help organize an open
house for the public at the Coun-
cil Charmbers so people may te
femally introduced to the
historical exhibit,

Trip to seaport

MIDDLETOWN — Children
from the city’s playgrounds wili
be going to Mystlic Scaport on
Thursday. The bus will leave
from the recreation center oc
Water Street at 9 a.m, This is
the second trip this summer
the historic sea village whicx

the Exchange Club, said the has been sponsored by the Parks

club is working with Sybil

and Recreation Department.

-
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-Hearing Date

* mitled. :

Set on City

G

& hool Field

An QOct. 28 public hearing
was“sel last night by mem-
bers of the City School Field
Study Commitice to assess
citizen reaction to various pro-
posals for the play area, ac-
cording to David Sparks,
panel member. .

Sparks ' said the 7:30 p.m.
scheduled session at city hall
will *“let the people speak
oul’ on the best possible uses
for the field that is adjacent
to Stillman School on Love-
land Street. :

The eight-member com-
mittee, which was appointed
earlier in the summer to
chart development for the
field, plans fo present zn over-
view of the panel’s work and
the various propesals sub-

Based. on a $14.000 federal
grant, the Municipal Devel-
opment Comunittee advocates
conversion of the field into a
neighborhiood  park, complete
wit* ~hrubbery. (rees and pic-
nid  as. '

Park and Recreation offi-
cials favor leaving the grass
and track field in its present
form for use in softhall, foot-
ball, soccer and other organ-
ized aclivilies.

Summer Survey

A sumimer survey of some
09 homes near the field by
and large favored the neighbor-
hoad park idea. But opponents
of the plan have publicly gone
on record as saving a public
heating will be the true (est

e
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of community reaction.

Sparks, an assistant MDC of-
ficial, said the committee be-
pan preparing an interim re-
port for the Common Council
on reconnnendations and- pro-
posals. The council would re-
view the report and render a
linal decision, along with the
inayar,

Meanwhile, Sparks noted
that the four original consuit-
ants whe presented plans for
the park arca would be in-
vited back to see if any addi-
jona’' "deas have been formu-
ate .

He stressed that the in-
‘itation to the consullants
ir¢s in no way obligate the
ity to use their services, It
vould be a veluntary action

£
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1 their part, he added.

city to determine neighbor-
hood reaction to the possible

field. i was conducted by
; lhree youths on loan from
¢ Youth Services and spanned a
: five- block area adjacent fo
: Loveland Street.

; tated by a divurgence of opin-
, don on (he field's fulure use.
¢ Municipal Development Com-
- mittee (MDC) officials fa-
vored conversion into a neigh-
borhood park, while Park and
Recreation persons advocated ;
-2 hands off, no alteration pol- :

¥ere. quizzed, however, opted
dete with a2 “tot lot” of sand-
oxes, swings, slides and
- yenches,

: thool Field Committee. In so

* :cepted nor rejected the ques-

" r Joseph Lombardoe. '“Thig
: rvey doesu'l prove alf the
*ople want a neighborhood
: rk,” Lombardo said. In

- .a said, They were, Lom-

; n Kuehn disagreed, “Everv
¢ rwas rung.” he said.
i

Way Clear for Hearing

The City School Field Com-
mittee last night incoporated
the results of a recently com-
pleted City School Field sur-
vey into ifs records, thus
clearing the path for future
public hearings, .

The survey, begun last
month, was initiated by ithe {

uses of the Stilman School

The survey’s need was dic-

cy.
The 200 households that

or & family park area. com-

About half of those surveved
Iso said they were in favor
{ an open play field, provided
. did not limit or endanger
1 aclivilies of the younger
ersons there. Last night
l0se recomtnendations moved |
ito the archives of the City

ding, the committee neither

ohnaire's  suggestions— |t
erely made them a maltfer
-record, .

The group "did so over the
jections of committee mem-

2l he added, he had re-
ived 20 phone calis afier the
mmittee’'s last meeting
m persons who live near or
jaceni to the fiedl, but
om were not contacled.
‘Mayhe they weren't
ne,” Chairman Jesse Sa-

do charged, but were not
ched. MBC Cosrdinator \¥il-

Maf matimfoe 3 T it 1 e

public session
from eity haj)
Space limilations at {he munie-

- On City School Field

to incorporate the survey into
the committee’s records, Lom-
bardo voted against the meas-
ure, saying “‘don't forget we
have a petition of 1.400 neigh-
bors."

The petition to which he

was referring requests that

he field be left intact az a

soccer, foothall and sofibail fa-
cility. It was signed by Approx-
imately 1400 city residents
and recently delivered io the
committee. Nevertheless, the
motion passed. Now that the

s

committee can address ilself
to meeting with consultants (o
discuss’ improvements and

bringing its findings before

public hearings.

It is hoped that a report on
the City Schoot ficld can pe
completed by October. “What
happens after we make the re-

port,” Salalia said, **is en--

tirely up to the Mayor and
Council. 1t'il be up to them o

carry (ke ball a little far.
_ther.” -

—ae
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b
survey's out of the way. the

Hearing

- The site of Tuesday's sched.

uled public hearing on devel-
opment of city school field
has been changed from city
halt to Stillman School, accord-
ing to David
municipal development cogr-
dinator,

Sparks, assistant

Sparks said the 7:30 p.m.
was moved

because of

Char zed

ipal headquarters.

City residents are invited o
express  their views on the
best possible use of the grass
field adjacent to the Stillinan
School. Past proposals range
from a neighborhood park o a
recreation facility.

Members of the city ap-
pointed fiejd study commiitee
will be present af the Qot. 28

.meeling to answer questions

and present gzl proposais o

the public, Sparks said, . .

o
o
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ombardo Disputes Payl; ourvey

'MIDDLETOWN Parks . ey

y , s e~ T2 fia said the study commitiee :
and Recreahog: Chairman W /e ‘i} 97 _ ‘ (.  plans for carly September
Joseph Lombardo Wednes. ‘ .R/ﬁ Eﬁ’“; mﬂ@, WaNeas and Oclober. Ile added (he |
day disputed the claim that : \*jv.?t'éa-!;i 13 {a/@%fﬂ : ! study group wants to present :
neighbors of the City Schools 4 i‘J,: 5 its final recommendation in- |
Field area of the city want Mgmﬂmﬁxﬂzmﬂummm;mmvsxmmcwmmz—J;?Ejﬁfmm October tg MDC. {
the field changed to a family vey recently completed of signed by residents from Lombardo, 3 member of
park. _ N the neighborhoad showed throughout the city, the studv conmittee, was i

He pointed to 2 etition he strong support for a tot park The area has 3 large foot- unable to attend the Tuesday :
recently presented 1g Mayor in the areg. ball field and bleachers apg night meeting and was ip.

Lester M. Gowin with 1,400 This is the first 'pra‘oritjr also a smalj Plavgronnd in censed Wednesday because
-slgners Urging the present for most residents, {he Sur- - one corner of the field with he belieyes the gmup had i

usage of the field e re- vey ‘showed, Salafia said’ temnis courts, noyw dilapidat- brushed asjde the petition he : ;
fained, - Better tennis and baskethal| ed, on g terrace overlooking had circulated : i
Want Tot Park . facilities then Were given the field, " No Action ' : !
_However, Jesse Salafia, next priority, Lombarde alsp maintains However. Salafia said the '

chairman of the Special  Salafia shig this survey (he neighbors of the greq Pelition was discusseg ot the
study commillee reviewing  showed residents of the arez  also circulated a petition meeting. He added the con.
the use of the field for (he had mixed feelings about re. Secking (o retain (he present mijgice decided 10 take po ac-
Municipal Development taining the field jn its pres-  field status, : tion on any mater untit the
Committee (MDC; which eny Usage, He added the Sentiment about the arey latest survoy findings can be
has a $44 00p grant for the Lombardo pelition dated is expecled o develop at studied '

field, said Wednesday a syr- back to last March and wag public hearings which Sala- Tot Park Favored Lﬂ S,

_ o Salalia said there was ng
I : S , aclual vote af Tvesday's
: - i meeting but those attending
) : _ ' _ ¢ + EXpressed strong sentiment !
= ‘ ] ' for a tot park in (e field ]
- area. They favored top prior-
. ity for this plan, e
I - The city has a £44.000 feq- !
- teral grant (g develop the
: . field into 3 family park and
& - Salafia said (pe city would -
o ~ lose the grant i the facility !
‘ Was not converted to (hat ;
) “use, : :
‘ : ' Despite the possible loss :
: of the grant Lombardo and
other supporters want the ;
tield retained in s present
- Slatus available for soccer : i
and football ang other !
: " games, .
L ~ "~ Lombardo also favors a
. T ' .. o - playground facility there and
' : CoT . ' . a major overhaul of the ten-
his courts,
- . The neighborhood survey
. - was undertaken by three
o - Youths on the citv symmner -
: - Job program an presented
e - {0 the Salafig committee hy
L . . . o David Sparks. assistant my-
‘ T ' . Ricipal developmen( coordgj.
- © hator,
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The City School Field Com-
mitlee will meel Dec. 15 to
wrap up recommendations to
be included in-a final report
to the mayor and the common

*ecouncil on the [ate of the facil-
ity, according to Chairman
Jesse Salafia.

Salafia said each of the
elght commitlee members
will be asked to forward per-
sonal recommendations for in-

. ‘clusion in the report. That re-

- port is expected to be ready

, for mayoral review by the end
-of Deceinber, be said.

In- addition to personal
views on the development of
the field, Salafia said a con-
sulting firm will also be ree-
emmended. The professional
element will allow for more
varicd uses of the Loveland
Street site.

- The study commiiiee was
formed during the sunymer to
determine the hest way to de-
velop the grass field. Some
city officials back a neighbor-

hood park concept, while park
and recrealion officials favor
the developing the field for
use in football and soccer.

In the interim, he said, the
committee will visit site devel-

T .
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opments by two of the con-
sulting firms in question o de-
termine the choice for the
city project. The city has a
£44,000 federal grant available
for field use.

e
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~ City Field

: As It Is

By JOHN BROOKLIER
A ngmber of city residents
last night voiced strong sup-
port .fog' keeping city schoot
field in its present form for or-
iganizizd Iggreational aclivities
N & heated public heari
Stillman School, rearing at
The %0-minate session,
which was originaily billed a
public hearing and not a ques-
» tlon-answer period, turned
info a lively debate between

) members of the public forurmy .

and the City School Field Com-
b mittee.

© Most of the 30-40 resige
_called for refurbishing of tnhtg
; Present football and track
area, ciling the smail number
of simllar facilities ip the-
; city;ITh?l maijorily of speakers
at the hearing w i
" foothall paren!sg. e midget

“Come hell or high water,

: they (the committee) are not

v BOINE to fouch that field,”

Committee Member Joseph

~ Lombardo told the audience,

Lombardo is also chairman of

;Illc park-recreation commis-
on,

School Field Chairman
. Jesse Salafia characterized
e accusations and tone of
_ the hearing a “planned attack
- on this committee” angd
. ‘warned residents not {o go
. away thinking “we are going
to destroy the field."

" 'Public Hearing
The public hearing was
called by the eight-member
study committee (o reccive
. all aspects of community in-
put into the best possibie use

. of the three acre site adjacent

to Stitlman School.

_ Salafia said recommenda-
. tions made during the hearing
“would be Incorporated into a
- final report to be turncd over

" to the mayor and the common -

council. He stressed through-
“out fhat the mayor and the
- council have the final say
over the field's future,
Mayor Lester Gowin. empa- -
neled the study committee
- last June in response to a
£44,000 federal grant for a
neighborhood recreation area.
. A survey of homes adjacent
(o the field during the ssm-
mer favored a tot-lot and
" neighborhood park idea.
- The field, which was taken
over by the city in 1923, has a
football area and a 15 mile
- {rack now available for use,.
Residents last night said it
could also be used for soccer
* and lennis, if courts there

" were refurbished.

. Park-Recreation Director
. -Bernie O'Rourke, who admit-
ted lo being miffed over not
being inviled to any of the
' comniitlee’s bi-weekly meet-
ings, said Middlesex Commu-
nity College has expressed in-
terest in using the {rack
facility. ‘
(Conlinued on Page §)

L
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City Field
! {Contlnued from Page 1}

: “There’s no reason why the
. .area can't be used for a fine
iplaygronnd,’’ O'Rouke said.
., “But the field itself has to be
‘kept intacl for recreational
| needs.”
i -Charles Sousa, direclor of
,the midget foolball program,
said the field is the “only fool-
ball area in {own we can prac-
tice on.” He added the feot-
ball leagud is In the process
of gelling lighis donated for
night practices there.

- The heated debate between
~the two sides erupled when
. questions about the £44.000
" were asked. Francis Pal-

" naude, Bartholomew Road,

quizzed the commitlee on spe-
cific points of the federal
grant.

Can the money be used {o re-
furbish the existing field or
does it have to be applicd to a
neighborhood park, he asked.
Chairman Salafia said the
maoney only provides for a

'park and recreational area”

and the interpretation of that
phrase is the key to the field’s
future.

At one poinl during the hear-
ing, Salafia said. *'This con-
stant insinuation that this com-
mittee is going {o tear up the
field and is against children is
a lot of nonsense.

“We're not going to put
cand lots in (he middle of the
foothall field," Salafia said af-
ter the close of the public ses-
sion,

Committee MMember David .

Sparks, who also serves as M‘u-
picipal Development Comimis-
gion assistant coordinator,
said the Janguage of the grant
doesn't speil deom for the rec-
reational aspect of the area.

He said there is a definite
possibility of including both a
neighborhoed park and recrea-
tional area at cily field. Con-
sultants are expected to pre-
sent the commitiee with
specific plans for the area
shortly, he added.

Another public hearing is
scheduled sometime in the {u-
ture once a detailed plan for
the field Is formulated, Sa-
lafia said. Actual work on the
ficld could begin as carly as
next spring, he added.
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The City School Field Com-
mittee reviewed an interim re-
porl at its meeting last night
that cails for a design that
would encompass both *‘short
and long-term projects provid-
ing a flexible basis for con-
struction and funding op-
tions,”

The three-page initial report
also calls for engaging a con-
sulting firm 1o “'assist in for-
mulating a master plan and
design [or the [uture devel-
opment of the field.’' The
field is localed on Loveland
Sreet. adjaceni fo Stillman
School.

Members of the eight-mem-
ber panel have long contended
their report falls into the rec-
ornmendation category. The fi-
nal” say on the 3'z acre site
lies with the common council
and the mavor,

The interim report is the
commitlec’s {irst formal rec-
-ommendation to cily officials
as lo the best way to spend a
$44.000 federal grant for the

refurbishing and redevelop-
ment of the field.

A battle has shaped up over
the future use of the field
since the commiltee was es-

tablished in early June. Munic- -
“ipal Development cfficials [a-

vor a neighborhood park,
while Park and Recreation
leaders want the field left in-
lact,

Public llearing

That condroversy raged at a
recent public hearing in which
parenis of midgel footbail
players contended the field
was one of the few practice
field available. Park and Ree-
reation officials have long
taken that stand.

But city officials cile a
neighborhood survey of the
field arca in which residents
expressed the need for neigh-
borhead play facilities for chil-
dren, redevelopment of tennis
courts and baskethall courts
and aclivities for older chil-
dren. '
In any event. MDC officials
said at the recent public hear-

e T (R R
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City School Field Panel -
Readies Initial Report

ing that the development ot
the field Into a neighborhood
park plan would not npeces-
sarily reguire {he elimination
of the plaving field.

The non-specific language of
the interim report suggests
that the committee is leaving
itself open so as to possibly ac-
commodate both sides.

By providing a *‘flexible
basis,” this would “allow for
an orderly and progrossive de-
velopment of the entive site
and for future granmt appli-
cations 1o HUD."

The report aiso recommends
that an early decision he
made as to a consultant selec-
tion so actual censtruction
and development can get un-
derway in spring or summer,

Final Repori

A comprehensive repert is
anticipated before the end of
the -vear, the report states.
This final report would repori-

edly aid the council and the -

mavor in making final doeci-
sions as to the futufe of (he
field.
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David B. Sparks
Assistant to the Mayox
Municipal Building
Middletown GCT 06457

Dear Mr., Sparks:

I'd like to thank you and the members of the City School Field Gommittee
for providing the opportunity last Tuesday for our firm to present its
qualifications, services and ideas toward the ultimate use potentials of
City School Field.

CR 3 Inc. is proud to be considered by your Committee for selection as
a possible consultant and is willing to provide any additional help or
advice to guide you in the realization of your goals.

I would like to reiterate a couple of items we presented to you that evening.
First of all, we feel the potential uses of the park envisioned by you to be
both exciting and challenging and secondly that CR 3 would provide the
services necessary to produce: 1] a Master Plan docuraent for the eatire
park to serve as a guide for future funding and development and 2] the
contract documents and supervision sufficient to construct those portions

of the Park for the amount of money allocated for construction per the HUD
grant ($40, 000, 00), The above services would be provided within the limits
of money indicated by you for use as fees ($4, 000, 00).

We look forward to the possibility of working with your committee, the
comrnunity and the Town.of Middletown on this significant project.

Thank you again.

Sincerely, C : - .

 Jeffrey A, Gebrian,

JAG:d
charles a. currier
theodore m, randmetz
jeffrey a. gebrian
roberi . stavens




November 12, 1975

Mr, David B. Sparks
Assistant to the Mayor
Municipal Building
Middletown, Conn. 06457

Re: City School Field
Middletown, Conn.,

Dear Mr, Sparks:

We are pleased to submit the following outline of planning and design services
for the development of City School Field,

CR 3, Inc. has provided comprehensive services in Planning and Landscape
Architecture for more than 25 years., Our planning process sets forth a
philosophy and approach which we employ on all projects regardless of size
and scope. This process encourages the user {(community} to participate in
the planning from the beginning to the project's completion.

We feel that the planning process is one in which professionals guide the de~
sires of the community toward the best solution fitting its needs.

1. The community can best define its needs and concerns,
2, It can best define alternate solutions,
3. The community can best decide which of several possible

solutions is the most acceptable combination of pragmatic
concerns and imaginations,

CR 3, Inc. as consultants are, however, more skilled in making the planning
process three dimensional, ‘

Two very important elements of this planning process, namely the City School
Field Committee and the completed community survey, will serve as vital com-
ponents of this process.




In summary, we feel that the association of CR 3, Inc,., the City School Field
Committee and the user community can bring together an effective combination
of imagination, technical competence and management capabilities to produce
a harmonious development of this valuable resource,

We would be pleased to have the opportunity to discuss further with you the
ways in which we might contribute to the success of your project,

Sincerely,

Jefirey A. Gejl)ria. o

JAG/aes

enc,




OUTLINE OF SERVICES

CITY SCHOOL FIELD
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUGTION
PHASE 1 MASTER PLAN
PHASEII ~  CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

TIME SCHEDULE AND COMPENSATION

APPENDIX  SIMILAR PROJECTS |




INTRODUCTION

It is proposed that a two phase planning operation be established to effect a
total plan for City School Field,

Phase I would include the analysis both of the site and the uses desired by
the community, the development of a program and the development of a
conceptual or master plan, The master plan will serve several purposes
including: a guide for the development of the specific phases, for public
relations, communication with various groups and individuals and submission
to potential funding agencies,

Phase II would include the preparation of the necessary construction docu-~
ments to implement those portions of the plan within the limits of available
funds as understood by us ($40, 000, 00). and construction supervision,




PHASE I - MASTER PLAN

Al

Site Analysis = an inventory of all physical features of the site

and peripheral areas,

1, Analysis of:

a. Functional uses existing adjacent to the sgite,

b. Functional uses relative to anticipated development adjacent
to the site,

c. Visual and aesthetic charactenstlcs of the immediate
environment,

d. Circulation: pedestrian and vehicular,

2. Conclusions: determine physical parameters, restrictions,
views, etc,

Use Analysis - a study of the various uses and items desired by

the community to be included in the project as well as those that
may be generated by the Study Team,. :

1, Analysis of:

a,  Community survey.
b. Compatability of each use.

C. Feasibility of each use, i.e: cost, maintenance, durability,
vandalism, safety, etc. '

2. GConclusions: establish list of acceptable uses.

Program Development - the information generated in this part of

the planning process is the basis from wh:.ch alternate solutions are
developed,

1. Es'tablish priority listing of each item.

2. Establish extent of each item,




3!

4.

Establish design direction,

Conclusions: accomplished collaboratively through meetings

with City School Field Committee and other decision
making officials of the Town in a free exchange of
thoughts as to such uses,

Concept and Vocabulary ~ develop conceptual directions and possible

1,

alternatives,

Prepare concept plans for potential directions showing ultimate
desirability,

Design vocabulary - lights, benches, character of spaces, etc.
Discussion of basic methods of approach.

Conclusions; determine preferred solution and theme,

Master Plan - the product of the collective analysis, recommendations

and concepts developed throughout the planning effort.

4.

Master plan of City School Field showing recommended configuration,
Recommended procedure concerning implementation, phasing, etc,

Recommendations for harmonious relationships to surrounding land

uses.,

Estimated cost of the complete development based on recommended
phasing. '

Material to be furnished-by CR 3, Inc,

1.

2,

3.

‘One rendered copy of Master Plan(s) at an appropriate scale,

Four (4) black and white copies of same,

Fifteen (15) copies of supporti\}e text,




PHASE Il - CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

A, Scope of Services

|

Provide contract documents for construction of those portions of
City School Field within limits of available funds ($40,000.00),
following the intent of the Master Plan, Services to include con-
struction drawings and specifications,

a. Layout Plan denoting detailed dimensions.
b. Grading Plan with both existing and proposed contours.
C. Planting Plan specifying plant locations, types and sizes.

d. Utility Plan for storm drainage and lighting and water

supply.
e, Construction details for all work,
f. Enlargements of any critical areas necessary to clarify

consiruction intent.
g. Construction Specifications.
h. Final Cost estimates.

Attendance at meetings as necessary for the orderly progress of
the work, ' ‘

Co-ordination of Town, State or other agency requirements for
site development. :

Assist in and analize bidding.
Supervision of Construction,

a. During construction, two (2) inspection visits per week plus
on~-call when a problem arises. ‘

b. Process shop drawings,

c, Process change orders,




TIME SCHEDULE AND COMPENSATION

PHASE I & II

We estimate the performance of the services as listed for both
phases will fall within the limits of available monies allocated for such
services {$4,000,00) and the time nec essary to perform same to consume
from 3 - 4 months, Please note that this estimated cost of services and
time frame are based on our perceptions of the project and its solution., If
the ultimate scope of work as envisioned by you should increase or decrease,
we would appreciate an opportunity to renegotiate a fee and time frame.




APPENDIX




SIMILAR PROJECTS

Robert Crown Park

United States Coast Guard Academy Foundation

New London, Connecticut

Design for an historical park overlooking the Thames River to
commernorate the various Coast Guard organizations.

Windsor Green

Windsor, Connecticut _

First phase of a three phase design development plan. This phase analyzed
the existing physical features and activities and explored the use potentials
of the Green. o '

Sycamore Hills Park

" Avon, Connecticut

Master development plan of activities, including swimming, tennis, hiking,
and picnicking for a major Town recreation center,

Crown Point Historic Park .
Master plan for development of a park on a significant historic site on
Lake Champlain. - ‘ '

Harper College Pond

S, U, N, Y., at Binghamton

Master plan for outdoor theatre and analysis of wind patterns and
vegetative types as they affect man~made sounds.




RAYMOND, PARISH & P[NL“ INC P.0O. BOX 5486A 35 WORTH AVENUE HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 06518

GEORGE M. RAYMOND, A.LP, Al A.
HATHANIEL J. PARISH,P.E,ALP.
SAMUEL W. PiRE, ALP.

BEMNARD J. BULLER, P.E, A.IP,
EDFTH LANDAU LITT, AdP.

WHLIAM R, LUCAS, ALP.

WILLIAK R, McGRATH, P.E.

KUAT MOHR, A.LP

ROBERT L. PLAVNICK, A.LP,

EDV/ARD L. AYBCZYK

HARVEY SCHWARTZ, ALP.

DANIEL SHUSTER, ALP.

STUART 1. TURNER, A.LP, November 5, 1975
MICHAEL WEINER, A.LP, '

Mr, David G. Sparks, Program Writer
Office of the Mayor - Town Hall
Middletown, Connecticut 06457

Dear Dave:

{203} 248-6309

Thank you for your letter of Novemwber 3rd informing us of the opportunity
to make an additional presentation to the City School Field Committee. As
we see no need to amend or further develop any concepts contained in our
original presentation, we hope you can understand our feeling that an addi-
tional meeting would have little value,

At the previous meeting we tried to convey the point that we have had
extensive experience working on similar projects and have the technical
resources to do an excellent job for the Committee. One other point we
made at the meeting and would like to stress once again is the concept of
staging development at City School Field. Planning should not be limited
to only immediate improvements, based on available funds, but alse directed

toward a comprehensive development plan when gome time in the future additional

funds might become available.

We are still very interested in working with the Committee on this challenging
endeavor and we sincerely hope that our decision not to attend a second session

will not place us in an uwnfavorable position.
We hope to hear from you soon,
Cordially,

RAYMOND,PARISH & PINE, INC.

Thsee
éﬁﬂP

C. James Gibbons

CIG:thmyx

Consul:ants in Enwronmenlal Des;gn PIannmg and U|ban Deuelnpmem Olhez o!hces Tany!nwn NY Washmgmn DC New \ork N.Y.; Phnsadelplna Pa_; Hamsburg Pa,; Camnden, N.J.




TO: CITY SCHOOL FIELD STUDY COMMITTEE
FROM: DAVID G. SPARKS
SUBJECT: SITES OR PROJECTS

DATE : DECEMBER 5, 1975

Following are sites or projects that can be viewed for C. E. Maguire
and CR3:

1, C.E. MAGUIRE

Waterbury City Hall has models of new Scott Road Recreavion Area
being planned and developed by Maguire o7 CIity of Watérbury.
Construction not underway.

Boston - a couple of mini-parks. Al Gary will provide location
1f anyone is going up, Call him at 224-9141.
Add1t1on}l Conn. mnrojects may be provided by Maguire and will be

forwarded to you.
2. CR3

A Regional District 17 F01e and Senior High School (Exit 9) Higga-
nui - Little City Road - tot-lot, tennis courf and ball field
now under construction.

U, % Coast Guard - Robert Crown Memorial Park overlooking Thames
River, (Example of integrated walks and paths and recreationsal
facilities with trees and landscape - passive in nature.

Rocky Neck Park - Camp grounds,

Sycamore Hills, West Avon Road, Avon. Sycamore Hills Park is
being planned by CR3 - only conqtluction so far 1s development
of swimming pool and 5u110und1ng arca,

Jeffrey Gebrian can provide more information and would be willing
to accompany if convenient. Phone at Office: 678-1160

Home:  523-0412

Please try to visit one of these sites if possible before the next
meeting of the Clty School Field Study Committee to be held on yopday,
December 15, 1975 in Room 206 of the Municipal Building,

I realize the time and travel factor may be a problem, but it would
‘be appreciated. Take photos if you can or think it would be helpful
to the panel members,

If I can help, feel free to call me. (Also, I'11 try to visit one
0T more next weok and will be available if you want to set up a time.)

% S Ll (’. £ nd 4%7
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CE Maguire, Inc. Tel. 203/224-9141
Combustion Engineering, Inc. Cable: CEM!

1 Courl Street
New Britain, Connecticut 06051

3
s TEC

Avehiteets « Engineers » Planners
September 12, 1975

Mr. Dave Sparks

Municipal Building

Room 206

MiddTetown, Connecticut 06457

Dear Mr. Sparks:
With reference to your telephone conversation of Thursday, September 11,
1975, this 1is to confirm that the firm of CF Maguire, Inc, will be

present for the City School Field Project interview on September 23, 1975
at 7:30 p.m, at the Municipal Building.

Thank you for your dinvitation,
Yery truly yours,
CE MAGUIRE, INC.

a4 /

S. Dick Sargon / ~
Director of Planning

SDS:csn




C A BLE ADDRESS C E MI

CE MAGUIRE, INC,

ENGINEERS PLANNERS

31 CANAL STREET, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903
B0 FIRST AVENUE, WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154
1 COURT STREET, NEW B8RITAIN, CONNECTICUT 08051
92 ROXBURY STREET, KEENE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03431

401 /272.6000
617 /890-0100
203[/224-9141
603[357-0111

1 Court Street
New Britain, Connecticut 0605]

FLEASE REPLY TO:

November 5, 1975

Myr. David G. Sparks

Program Writer

City of Middletown

Municipal Development Committee
Municipal Building

Middletown, Connecticut 06457

Dear David:

Thank you for your letter of October 31, 1975 inviting us back for an -
additional presentation to the members of the City School Field Committee.
We do feel that an additional presentation would have mutual advantages,
This Tetter is a confirmation that we will be attending on the evening

of Hovewber 18, 1975 for that purpose. Please confirm the place and time
for that evening.

We will be calling on you shortly to request some additional information
and visit the site,

Thank you again,
Very truly yours,
CE MAGUIRE, INC,

. 7
e a4

4
(Zj.,( R "‘(:—{é ;‘4/4:5_/}4,7\_,}

S. Dick Sargon,
Director of Planning

SDS:csn




CE Maguire, Inc, Tel. 203/224-9141
Combustion Engineering, Inc. Cable; CEMI

1 Court Street
New Britain, Connecticut 06051

TEC

Arohitecls+ Engineers + Planners
December 5, 1975

Hr. David G. Sparks

Programn Writer

City of Middletown

Municipal Development Committee
Municipal Building

Middletown, Connecticut 06457

Dear Dave:

Enclosed please find the additional information on our recreation -
activity involvement, as you have requested, Of special note, I
would 1ike to call to your attention the Waterbury Scott Road Park
projéct. This project is presently out-to-bid and will be con-
structed in 1976 using community development funds. There is a
model ot sufficient detail on display in the City Hall in Waterbury,

lle are presently involved in a very exciting natural recreation plan
for development of an abandoned 100 acre faria in Ansonia, Connecticut.
This project is to be funded by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation,
State Department of Environmental Protection and the City of Ansonia,
under the Title X Program, We expect to complete design and begin
construction in March, 1976 and complete construction in December,
1976.

I trust you will find this information to your satisfaction, and if
there is a need for additional material, please contact me directly.

Very truly yours,
CE MAGUIRE, INC,

0Q

Albert E, Gary, AIP
Senior Planner

AEG:csn
Enclosures




Project: Scott Road Neighhorhood Park and Recreation Plan
Location: Waterbury, Connecticut

Client: City of Waterbury, Connecticut

Parks and Recreation Department

Duration: November, 1974 — 1975

This study resulted in the development of a year-round public recreational facility.
Emphasis was placed on a total service concept including tennis courts, swimming pool, ball
fields, hiking and bicycling trails for summer recreation and a ski area, ice skating pond,
toboganning and other winter activities. These activities were determined by an in-depth

analysis of the area and its occupants to be serviced. A model of the park will be

constructed.

The park will become a reality through implementation funds of the 1974 Community
Development Act (U.S. HUD). An essential part of the neighborhood, the year-round park

will not only enhance the area recreational opportunitis, but allow safety and environmental

concerns to be addressed in the neighborhood.




Project: Waterfront Recreationat Development

| ocation: Middletown, Connecticut
Client: City of Middletown, Connecticut
Duration: 1973 -74

This project, resulted in a comprehensive plan for over a mile and a half of city-owned land
along the Connecticut River. The effort focused on the preservation of natural features
integrated with man-made improvements that make optimum use of the recreational and
aesthetic opportunities afforded by the river. The plan emphasized passive and active
elements of waterfront recreational activities. The plan will become a reality through the

successful implementation of its various elements through federal, local and private funds

obtained as part of the planning effort.
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— Jay Beckwith is devoting
his life to showing children,
arents and teachars how tg
uidd their own playgrounds

_because the ones he used as a

._(.ocg,,.macumgm%wg«.n
and sterile. '

1 had a beck of a time in
grammar school,” Beckwith
said. The plavgrounds were
awkward and atrocious,”

The stereotype layouts of -

asphall. slides. sundboxes
and swings fziled 1o generate
fun, he said, and they were
unsafe,

Beckwith, 34; who has now

- designed and directed the

building of more than 50 do-
it-yourself playgrounds, said
they should be a community
etfort reflecting the needs of
the children ¢f the school and
neighborhood. And. he
added, everyone should chip
in and work.

He said 'he informs
concerned groups on how
they can get the material
without spending a lot of
money. He poinls out how
goveroment money is
available for such projects.
how old and disearded

“material can be used and

how merchants can be urged
t0 donate useful objects.

Such materials as scrap
metal and oid inner tubes are
¢asily adaptable to
playground construction, he
said.

Belore any work is
started, he said, he meets
wiith the children, their
parents and school officials.
And he said; “it’s important
10 pick up the intuitiveness of
the children. '

“The kids may lirst want a

leepee type of playground,”
e said, “but as they talk
abeut it, their thoughts drift
o something else,” but the
final product is usually just
what thev wanted.”
- And his playprounds are
safe. he said. No one has
ever suffered a serious in-
jury while using ome, he
added,

Beckwith has orchestrated
do-it-yoursell playgrounds
for the San Francisco
Recreation and Park
Department, San Francisco
Unilied School District, the
child study center at San
Francisco Stale University,
Marin Child Care Center in
Marin City and Fremont
Schoel in Szlinas,

The projects are the
responsibility of everyone,
he said in interview of the
release of his bnok, " Build

T T




Statement of Mary Klaaren

The consensus of the committee indicates that the general design

for City School Field should retain the good features such as the
field and, add carefully designed play facilities for children and.
recreational areas for older persons. In other words, try to incorpo-
rate as many varied facilities as possible in a small area without

destroying the natural terrain and existing facilities.
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Mr. Jesse Salafia, Chairman
ity School Field Committee

Dear Mr, Salafia:

After much deliberation and thought on the fulure status of the city school field
and teking into consideration our several committee meetings with consvltants,
the neighborheood guestioneers, our one public hearing and in casual conversation
with children, the elderly and adulis in the nelghboring vicinity of the city
school field, I strongly recommend that:

l. We retain the field and track in its presont state.

2. Remove about 2/3 of the existing concrete bleacher foundations on the
Northwest (right) side of the field. Level of{ the land in that ,
bleacher area so this ares can be used for a picnic area for the gderely.

3. Erect a canopy roof to provide shade.
4. Provide suitable benches and tables for this area, Possibly fireplaces.

5. On the Horthwest (rlght) side of field retain and surface the existing
tenn1s courts,

6, On the extreme end of property adjacent to the tennis courts (Church St,
side) develop this area for childrens and tot playground.

7. Provide rest room facilities where previously existed
(Hotchiss St. entrance).

8. Provide water fountains where previocusly existed (Hotchiss St. entrance),

9. A parking area though limited could be made available on the Fast Side
of Hotchiss Streel directly opposite the field and the Stillman School
on Loveland Street. Since the field is in close proximity of a densely
populated area within welking distance of the field parking would not
be a problom,

I sincerely believe the city school field could be so developed to the satisfaction
and pleasure of all our neighborhood citizens of all ages at a wminimum cost and
vould enhance the ares and provide the recreationsl and leiswely opportunities for

all vho so desire,
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN
CONNECTICUT

PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
TELEPHONE 347-4671

December 15, 1975

24 Arnold Street
Middletown, Conn. 06457

City School Athletic Field Committee
Members of Common Council-

I would like to list my reccomendations for the City
School Athletic Field, Hotchkiss Street, Middletown as
follows:

1. To leave playing field and track intact. (All
activities may be played on present field.)

2. Restore the two main tennis courts,
3. Use third tennis court for a Tot lot area.

4. Area on hill between tennis courts and bleachers be
used for a picnic site.

5. Retain Stillman School grounds as play yard.

6. KXeep bleachers and suppoerts on bank.

Yours truly,

WZ/M Wﬁa/@
seph Lombardo
CSE Committee Member




